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FYOOISTEPSCAF A SOLDIER

INTRODUCTORY EEMARKS, Dear Readeri- In hopes of gratifying your desire for

& Imowledge of the events of the late bloody war between the formerly United

States of America. I shall in the following narrative endeavor truthfilly to relate
to you some of the numerous incidents, events and scenes which transpired in

those parts of the army to which I have at various times belonged, and of which

in many instsnces I was an eye witness & participator. In so doing I shall
endeavor to present to your mind, in théér true light, without those false oolorings
of decipt and evasion which too often characterige such narratives, some of the
numerous hardships, sufferinge, cruelties, horrid scenes and events, as well as

some of the more pleasant sights and transactions which make up the varied and

" unenviable life of an active soldier.

Bince my opportunities for geining full and accurate statements of some of
those actions and scenes, were more limited than some others, and since I am under
the necessity of relating them altogether by the aid of my recollection which like
others is fallidle. I shall not pretend to exact accuracy in all my narrations.
(pixie's notes The word "details" is written in pencil above the word "narratione".)
but will give them as precise as possoble under the above circumstances, hoping
that you will be disposed to overlook any unimportant inaccuracy thet may poesidly
occurs mevertheless I am pursuaded that but very few of such will be perceptidble,
and that no very important event or occurance will be misstated; therefore I indulge
the hope that the perussl of these narrations, may not only gratify your desire
for a knowledge of those events, dbut aleo prove & source of interestinz information
to you upon the effects, and influence of war upon society; and theredby be the
means of setting you in epnasition to such horrid and unnatural practices. I shall
not attempt to give s:history of these events and transactions, bdut merely a
. genersl viewy leaving it for those who postsess notes and observations taken during
tfie time of the transactions themmelves and who are more capable of elucidating
* sach subjects, to give minute & historical detalls founded on certain date.

At the comnencement of the war I myself commenced to take notes of the various
important occurrences, $o which I was known, but having lose them, I abandoned t he
hope of continuing them,

I may also state that I shall not expect in every instance to construct my
language in perfect accordance with grammatical rulee, and the more intricate
phraseology of learned composition, but I hope f¢# by care I may be able to prevent
harsh constructions & egregious blunders from presenting themselves ofien at least.
I do not suppose it hardly neceseary to make any apology for using the "cant
phrases" of soldier 1life in my narrations, since it is one of my objects to present
the 11fe of warriors in thelir true light. Should this be instrumentel in conveying
any portions of knowledge of thewar; should it prove entertaining to the reader;
or should it by presenting a pertial picture of war, thereby enable him (Dixie's
note; "The reader” is written in pencil above the word "him".) to view it in its

~true 1ight & thus oppose & avoid it on all possible occasions, then the suthor will
“ be amply repaid for whet time and trouble he mey have spent in preparing it for
‘. the public. Should it possidly be instrumental in the prevention of such horrid
~& irrational practices as war, then he will be not only well paid, but gratified
with the pleasant thought that by his efforts he has contributed a mite to the
present welfare & eternsl happiness of his fellow mortels. 5 ) 501
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Private Mote of Explanation ( to those who may read this manuscript.)

The reason that the folldwing narratives aré so very badly written is
because I had to write them on my knee, with & superlatively bad pen, & the reason
of other inaccuracies is because I wrote them just as they came to mewory without
previously sketching their outline, and ever I have them published I only intend
the folllwing as an outline sketch from which to write another, etc. I ehall also
try to have a Map with it on which shall be the various camps,towns,creeks,rivers
& a line of roads, etc. Although in the introduction ( which should be called the
Prefece) I have spoken as if I was going to publish this, yet I may not live to
do so, however it may be a gratificetion to my friends to re=d it, or at least
might be, if it was copied so as to be readable, and this would only be a Job of
a short time for some of them to do, & would only improve their writing é&c.

To these I shall probobly add others which I may recollect, if I live ¢o
see this unholy war come to an end,

CHAPTER I. A TRIP TO LEXINGTON, MO,

Having temporarily attached myself to Capt.D.C.Stone's company of Henry
County volunteers, and having made some necessary preparations, we set out with
Capt.T.E.Owenke company from the szme county, on the first inilitary march" in which
I had ever been a participator. This was some time in the first of Jume, 1861,
and after marching some four or five miles over one of those beautiful rolling -
prairies, in Henry County, and passing various large farms and residences, together
with numerohs herds of cattle and horses, we at length took up camp on the border
of the timber skirting a smell stream called Dagis Creek, where after tethering
(Dixie's note; The word "lariating" ie written in pencil over the word “tethering®.)
our horses,with the long lariats we had already prepared, upon the luxuriant
prairie grass, and eating our already cooked supper, we lay down on the grass to
rest t‘o;' the night (Dixie's note; " and were soon in dream-land." is added in
pen011-

Early next morning we were up and after breakfast we gathered in 2 line
waiting for the shrill, keen voice of Captain Owen ( who was in command as the
ffkt seignior officer), to give the order to mount and "forward march", which
being done we again strung eut in the line of march on the road to Lexington,
where we expected to meet the other State forces.

Croesing the stream we agaln emerged into snother large undulating pralrio
glistening with the morning dew as the rising sun poured his enlightening rays
upon it, and bespotted with the numerous herds of horses,mules,cattle,hogs, and
sheep, which belonged to the surrounding farmers, whose plantations now spread
out before us in every direction, and seemed to indicate peace, quietude and
plessure, bpt alas! before many years to become the abodes of fear, sorrow and
death by the hande of relentlezs war, and still later to be abandoned by order of
those in command (Dixie's notes 'l'ho remainder of the sentence, after the word “war®,
is written in pesdcil.)

Moving on over several successive prairies, and their intersecting streams
of timber Yand, the same succeseion of besutiful farms, neat dwellings, busy farmer,
feeding stock, and happy families was presented to our view, Heré we beheld the
industrious farmer turning up the black earth in tilling his growing crops; there
we beheld his stock feeding unmolested on the large meadows of nature; and at his
dwelling we could see the femily stirring about in perfect safety without the
least sign of fear, but on the contrary many of them came to the doors waving
their handkerchiefs to us in token of their good will and friendship. Here we ﬂ
could precieve the toiling dlackemith working away at his forge; there the carpenter

.
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building a house, and all around was & scene of industry and happiness, which
was destined to be merred & almost ruined by war.

(Dixie's note: Inserted here ere the penciled words "Gen. Sherman (the
Georgia robber & incendiary) seid "War 4s hell" & he, at least, carried it on on
that principle - burnirg, killing & dettroying &c.®

"Marching on over these prairies of waving grass filled with fertile fields
of corn and other grein, and the deliciois §ff odor of the spring flowers and growing
plants, we again struck camp about one mile southward of Holden, a small village
in the south-west corner of Johnson County. Here we had considerable trouble with
our young and fiery horses, which being unused to the process of *picketing out®
were conéiderably restive and not unfrequently entangled themselves in their lariats,
whereupon you could hear it cried all through camp "cut the rope","pull up the
Picket", &c. But at length we were enabled after eating our evening meal to retire
to rest for the night, and were shortly locked in the slumbers of Morpheus agein.
In the morning after the necessary preparations, we agein filed off {n line toward
Hodden, and having gone some distance we met a "Union Man" as he said he was,
going to Chilhowee, another small town in the south border of Johnson, te a Union
meeting, and from cause, probobly & remark of some of our comrades, he all at once
appeared to get very angry and threatened to shoot any man that should undertake
to meke him give up his gun, which he held in his hande (it was a very large
double barreled shot gun), whereupon I was afterward informed, some of our men
went back and wrested the gun from him and took it along. Passing on through
Holden we traversed some fine, fertile country, tolerably thickly settled with
apparently thrifty and industrious farmers and mechanics,

This day particul,¥ly 4n the evening as we were passing through the nOTthe
west mfl Johnson and into Lafayette County, we beheld more beautiful and coatly
mansions, churches and school houses than on any former day. The farms seemed to
be better cultivated and the orchards being larger & more numerous, we knew it
was an older settled country than we had been passing through and therefore it
showed more signs of cultivation and improvement, although no better soil, The .
young ladies were pleased to see us and from their windows, doors and styles waved
their white handkerchiefs and miniature "secesh flags® to ue in token of their
respect, and we almost invariably pulled off our hats and waving them a similes
compliment ending with a loud "Hurrah for Dixie." They would sometimes present
to us a nice flag and at other times & nice apple or cool drink of water, and
appeared 80 kind we almost fell in love with them all. The old farmers would
come out and talk with us; their wives would prcnnt' us with ples and cakes, and
the little urchins ery out ®"Hurrsh for Dixie", &c. All seemed glad to see us and
eppeared o de with us at heart, We passed nvcral bezutiful mounde and green
hille and smong others we saw to our right Chepel Hill at a distance, bdut did not
g0 close enough to see it fully. It seemed to bDe situated on a nice hill and I .
am t0ld has & good High School in its precincts together with other nice bulldlngl
end improvements.

8t111 marching on through thie nice and fertile country amid ganeral
manifestations of plezsure at our approach, we at longth halted in a beantiful
snall prairie about twelve miles south of Lex:lngton. and shortly afterward were
surprised to see 2 young man coming of his own will with a large load of corn
for our horses, fully enough for both evening sand morning feeding, which he seid
he5 father geve to us freely. Feeding our horses as much as we felt safe in
doing, we agein after euppering prepared to rest for the night when suddenly we
were surprised to see 2 carriage roll up snd ite inmates enquire for our officer
and upon being directed to him, related to him thet Gen. Jim Lene {or Jennison)
of Xanses was then marching with a consideradble force to cut us off before we
arrived at Lexington, being then on hit way from Independence as he said. This
false report crested an equally false alarm and immediately we were up, catching
and saddling our horses and loading our baggage, which being done in an incredably
short -pace of time, we were agein ready :l’or marching. ";Some sppeared truly
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frightened, others said it was doubtless & false report, but we all were willing
to be going if such was the cease. I saw one young man draw & throw away a deck
of cards from his pocket saying YIf I am to be killed I do not wish to die with a
deck of cards in my pocket", A% length after sending ten or twelve men aheazd as
an sdvanced guard our officers again gave orders to "forwerd march" and we filed
off on our first night's march. Merching on in silence(for this wae the order)
we presently became very sleepy and toward daylight many of us would wake up .
ebout to fall from eur horses. Stopping once & considerable time in a lane, several
of us lay down upon the bare esrth with our bridles in our hand anj took a nap,
and upon waking up and marching foreward we could see several men here and there
lying by the side of the road, sound asleep; some holding two horses between which
they were sleeping and others sleeping with their bridle reins around their necks,

Moving forward we reached the Lexington fair groundes sbout ene hour by
sunrise (Dixie's note; Inserted between lines here, are the words "Scenes at the .
fair ground, Friends parting, &c%) and here finding a considerable portion of
Brigadier General Slack's forces, we also entered and prepared our breskfast.
There was probobly other forces here but I cannot say certain,

Toward evening Gen. Slack's forces were to start southward and we therefore
again in a few hours turned and retraced our steps dback to the same place we had
left the evening before, where we together with Slack's forces encamped for the
night. I wae gf4444f44 arrested here by Black's comp. gumrd. (Dixie's note:

He doee not szy why he was arrested.) Resuming our march the next morning we moved
on southward in company with the infentry under Slack, some of whom were mrachigg
through the mud and water barefooted, carrying their boots or shoes in their hahds,
saying that it was much more pleasant and did not blister their feet., (Dixie's
note: Written between the lines are the words "At noon we stopped & got dinner.

'Tom Powers & dhe Jack &c.'") Marching in company with them until noon we then

left them and bearing more eastward encamped on the head waters of Post Oak in
Johnson County. Here during the night we sxperienced a drenching rsain which wet

us to the very skin, as we had no tents, and next gorning the high prairie grass

was 8o wet we could not get wood to build fires with only by getting perfectly wet
in wading through it where we before had in some instances partielly kept dry, so
now we were wet almost all over, as if we had fallen in & strean of water, but after
getting a few bitfs of breskfast we saddled and marched on, leaving the warm sun

to eveporate the water from our clothes, pessing toward noon through Chilhowse,
formerly mentioned as & small village in the south portion of Johnson Co.,Mo.,

and toward evening we again entered our own county and I went home, while others

did the same, either that evening or the next morning. Here we remained for a

week or more, getting ethera to go with us and preparing for our coming march southward,

Gen. Slack moved along mearer the western dorder of the state passing through
Jackson, Oass,Bates,and on down the line. During this time Brigadier General J.8.
Reins was also collecting men from the various parts of his district. Brig. Gen,
Parson from his, and other Brigadiers in like manner from theire. In the time -
while we were gone to Lexington the battle of Cole Camp was fought by the "Warsaw
Greys" and others,in which the Union troops were signslly routed and a great
portion of them&killed. This mo doubt was a bloody 1ittle battle, but not being
present I shall leave it for others to descride., Neanwhile Governor C.F.Jacksen
with his forces from Jefferson City, together with Gen. Parson's forces were taking
& southward direction, and all seemed to bde aiming to concentrate somewhere in the
south part of the state. (Dixie's notes Written &n here, in different colo
ink, are the words "Boonville affair®, , v o :

CEAPTIR 11. ' THE MARCH 70 COW SKIN RIVER.

_ Having concluded to enlist, together with some twenty of my neighbors, we
after some necessary preparations, and procuring a wagon and tean $o haul our
bagzage, bade our friends and relatives farewell and set foreward, and upon
arriving at Clinton, where Owen's and Stone's companies were already oollected,

- &
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we were by the former duly sworn into the service for the term of six monthe,

as State Guards, Once more attaching ourselves to Stone's company, we after a
ferewell to our Clinton friend turned our steps toward the south, which were
destined to be stayed only at Cow Skin, or Xlk River Prairie in McDoneld County,
¥o., in the very south-west corner of the State. Traveling on a few hours,how-
ever, we entered Grand River Timber, and presently came to the river at what was
termed White Yerry, although I saw no ferry at the crossing. At length we
emerged from the forest of Grand River into the larger rolling preirie between it
and Deep Water,another tolersbly large creek which emptied into it, and still
marching foreward leaving our wageong behind, we goon reached the timber of this
latter creek upon which, we camped for the night after having crossed it, and pass-
ing a Mr. D's where we were treated with a fine mess of home-made cheese,
manufactured by his wife. Next morning we again resumed our march, and toward
noon arrived at Osage River at the ford called Kuffman's Ferry, where some of us
were left to block wp the wagzon beds to keep them out of themater, and to help
pull the waggons up the steep, muddy bank on the south side., Vhile waiting for
their arrival (for they had been again left behind) most of us went into the river
bathing, where we had a Jolly time until the waggone errived when all hands set

to work to help them over. Blocking them up o the water would not enter the
beds, we drove across, and then fastening ropes to the tonguets ende we would help
pull them up the miry bank, and thue we soon crossed them over, and again merched
foreward some few miles and camped for the night. Here we experienced a continued
rain all night and could not lay down on the graund to sleep &s it was running with
weter and our feet were perfectly wet through eur boots. Neverthe lese we endured
it with as much fortitude as we could, and at length when day broke upon us we
built up fires, and in some measure dried ourselves., Toward evening we again
marched a2 few miles, and selected a more elevated and dry camp ground although it
eontinued to rain slowly all dey and the following night.

Building up fires next morning, we prepared our dreakfast and after getting
other things ready again mounted our horses with their wet bdlankets and ezddles
and equally wet riders, and soon came wpon the emall village celled Centreville,
situated in a low valley between (edar and Clear Creek, and continued our line of
march en over a large prairie stretching out before us az far as the eye could
reach, hemmed in on both sides by the timberlend, and streams of Cedar, Horse,
and Clear Oreek, Riding on over this prairie we at length beheld the houses F)ff
which constitute the village of Clintonville which 4is situated between the afore-
said creeks and near a smell stream emptying into Horse or Cedar Creek. Passing
on through this village we in a few hours came in sight of & conéiderable sized
encampment of other soldiers, and soon arrived at the place, learning that it was
called Camp Briscoe in honor of Judge Briscoe who reslded near bye. Here we found
Governor Jackson and Brigadier General M.M.Parsons with his brigade or division,
and upon nearing their encampment, had the honor of being saluted by their battery
with three rounds of shot; and were then directed to a camping ground, to where
we marched and 4jismounted feeling considerebly proud of our reception; and having
secured our horses commenced stalking around through camp eager to see & learn
everything that might transpire, or had lately been enacted. SR

Here we heard the particulars of the Boonville and Camp Cole engagements
end became desirout of having an engagement with the federal or union soldiers
ourselves. After remaining here in camp with the aforesaid forces for seversl
deys, we together with them took up the line of merch and after twelve hours maerch
or less we arrived at the selected camp ground one mile 2nd & half north-east of
Lamar, & small town near the Missouri and Kansas line and the County Seat of
Barton county. Remeining here the following day (3rd of July) we had & considerable
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excitement raised in the efening en sccount of the severe and cruel punishment

of zn Irieh soldier by his captain whocame very near killing the poor drunken
soldier. Bome of our boys threatened to shoot the officer, and others seid he
eught to be tried by law, while others still either as cruel ee he was, lar
deeiring to alley the rising excitement said that it was neceseery to trest those
#gld regulars® in thie manner in order to secure obedience to the lewe; nevertheless
volunteere were not in the habit of seeing one white man abuse another in this way
and were very indignant, but at last everything seemed gquiet end peaceble again.

While we were remeining at Camp Lamer some of our men captured = captein
of a Kansas Jay Hawking company, end drought him into camp. Governor Jackson after
talking to him some time turned him loose, where upon I wes afterward informed he
returned to his men and coming back to Lamar robbed and burned the best store in
town which belonged to & southern man. Genersl Rains & Black having reached us
we agein on the morning of the fourth of July set foreward expressing the wish,
that 1f we were to meet the federals soon, it might be this day, but marching
foreward amid the pleasant scenery of the waving prairies, snd skirts of timber
we at last reached camp some time after dark without either meeting or hearing
of the enemy anywhere in reach of us, and again on the morning of the fifth
commenced our march, while the bright morning sun poured forth his rays upon us
with unusual vigor, little expecting that we would be engaged in the work of death
before many hours longer, yet we were within a few miles of the enemy. We had
“traveled several miles when suddenly news came back to ues from the front of the
column that Gen. Sigel with a considerable force of federal troops, was only a
few miles zhead, coming to meet us. This we believed to be a false report, but
obeying erdere we hurried foreward until we arrived in a larg prairie north of
"Coon Creek" we were halted to wait for the artillery & our other soldiers to
come un. As the other cavalry gslloped past ue and the infantry and artillery ecame
on peet in "double quick time" we began to believe there was trouhle brewing,
end at length when we recieved orders to move foreward in double quick time also
& form on the right wing, with the other cavalry under ¢ommand of Gen. Rains, and
upon reaching the crest of the hill and looking down in the velley below us, we
became fully convinced of the presence of the enemy and of the prospect of an
engagement, and now hardly felt sc desirous as formerly to be participants. .

There they were formed in a long line in the valley adjoining the north side
of the timber of "Coon Creek" with their bright bayonets glittering in the morning
sun like streams of fire, and their artillery shining like ®0 many piles of tin.
Ve were formed on the crest of what was afterward called Busterts Efll, sbout
nine hundred yards from them, Gen. Raine commanded the right wing of our cavelry;
Gen. Black the left wing and assisted Gen. Parsons in command of the center, while
Parsons aided by Black as aforesaid, and the brave and excellent artillerymen
Colonel R,H,Weightman brought up the infentry and artillerymen.

Thus we stood opposing each ether for & short time seeming to meditate upon
the prospect of the ooming scene, of brothere engaged in deadly combat with brother,
but 4t waz not long that this silence lasted, for the terrible boom of Sigel's
cennon soon broke the stillness and echoed over the surrounding country. It was
merely a challenge shot fired without ball, and being immediately answered by
shother from our line, it was evident that & battle was to commence. A cloud of
smoke now srose from the mouth of every cannon in quick succession, quickly :
followed by the desdly echo of the doom, and thie ae quickly by the shrill whistle
of the dexdly dall., The enemy first fired too low, & their balls striking into
the plowed prairie below us would raise a dense cloud of dust, and tear up the
ground et a terridle rate. Presently they bdegan to throw "bomb ghells" at ue dut
ainming too high they most generslly would burst in the sir above us or after pass
ing us. During sll this time our cavelry remeined quiet, and neither side used
small arme but little. The bomd §Y¢FE shell bursting in the air would cause our
infantry to 1lie down sometimes, whereupon the snemy would raise a ferocious shout
of joy, and when our men would succeed in doing them gn injury they in like manner
would manifest it with a shout of joy. Thus our forces fought for some time
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doing but little injury on either eide, until at length we were informed that we
wexre ordered to charge them with the cavalry, This we prepared to do, though many
of wus began to feel ticklish about eur own personsl safety in such a charge, upon
wild, untrzined and fiery horses, and being unskilled in the art of wer &c. Nevsr-
theless we started and moving off toward the right under cover of the hill we
epproached to within some four or five hundred yards of Sigel's forces when upon
rising the hill they gave us a few loads of cannon shot and bsll, and our CONme
ander moved us off to the right again, et{ll under wover of the hill, Beeing our
movenents the federal commander wisely concluied to retreat before he should be
surrounded, which he immediately commenced in a precipitate manner, bdbut out in-
fantry and artillery pushed after him and succeeded in giving his forces & few
rounds of shot from their small arms, as well as cammon, Crossing Coon Creek he.

took the road to Carthage hotly pursued by our forcee and exchanging shots with
hin every now and then. « ;

In this way he retreated to Carthage, the county seat of Jasper County, Mo.,
some ten miles distant from the scene of the first ¢ffff engagement. During this
time we were hurrying over imnmense beds of rough rock and broken prairie, at full
g8l lop sometimes, in order to surround him, but we did not succeed. Taking a
oixcuit 8o the right we crossed Spring River, and came around south of Carthage
on. rthe road from there to Neosho the ecounty seat of Newton County, Me., expecting
51 ge¢l %o retreat on dowmn this road, bdbut taking a stand in the town we were soon
suxprised to hear the roar of small arms in rapid succession breek upon our ears,
and men,women and children ocame running into the woods almost frightened to death,
A= this continued we mounted our horse: and going mneasrer town, dismotinted, hitched

and started to the scene of action, dut defore we had arrived there the firing
ceased and we were soon informed that our forces hed dislodged them from their
shelter and were again pursuing them on the road toward Sarcoxie, ezst of Carthage
in Jasper County. Tue we were too late o be of any service to our comrades, who
had done the fighting without us & were then pursuing the retrezting enemy, still
4 xing elowly until darkness put an end to chase., Getting our horeses we agesin
entered Oarthage, but it was deemed useleses to follow the enemy, and we therefore
encanped cleose bye. In this engagement Sigel is said to have loet 175 men killed,
wounded,missing. Our loss was 10 killed and 15 or 20 wounded. B5o on the fifth
instead of the fourth of July we were gratified with an engngement, end since that
time were not so very desirous as before of fighting. We hed heard the desadly
buillet and cannon ball whistle closely bye; we had seen the fearful bormb=thell
buret and hurl its fragmente eareund in fearful force; we had seen eome of the
effects of the murderous grape shot; and we now thought fighting a dreadful
reality rather than a playful sport. We had seen our comrades fall dy the deadly
et roke of lead, and sink into eternity without werning; we had hesrd the dying
£xroans of the wounded as they were about to leave this world of sin and pess awey
to the future world; we had beheld brothers striking the death dlow to the heart
of brothers; we hal beheld the mangled corpse and broken limbe of friende thus
stryewn around; shd how could we but reflect upon the dreadful scene, and view war
as not only o dreadful reality ffff dut a fearful occupation. .

. After we had enceamped and retired to rest I could not but think of our daye
work and of our present eccupatien. 1 thought how unnatursl and irrationel it was
for AMan's fallen posterity to be persecuting and slaying each other thus; I
thouzht of the scenes of the day; how we had been engsged in wholesale murder snd
ruin., I thought how we had dealt the death blow to some, and mangled and crippled
others; I thought of the unueual efforts we had made to kill, eripple and eepture
more; 1 thousht of the fatigue we had undergone, and of the burning thrist & clouds
ef duet we had encountered which almost suffocated us in order te follow and
f3ght our fellow men; I thought of these things end how wrong they were; yet how
could we avoid fighting! To think of them rightly was enough to make enyone
opposed to fighting, but we were elmost obliged to fight or submit to slavery
and subjugation, to go et the bidding of others end come at their csll; for they
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bad already declared thelr intention of *sudjagating” us, and of ¥"stationing troops
when and where they pleased® in order to foroe us $o do their bidding, & enter
their armies, and go in battle array sgainst our southern brethren to kill and
oonquer them, lay waste their country, and wrest their preperty from them without .
recompense, Buch were & few of the thoughts that cccupied my mind and upon which
I meditated until I ineensidly fell asleep, and slept soundly until the sun was
up next morning. I then arose end took & view of Carthsge. It is a coneiderable
little town, of neat appearance and situated on the south side of Spring River,
near the center of Jasper Oounty. It showed signs of the work that had been going
on within it dounds, Here houses had been pierced with cannen or musket balls,
and there were signs of blood strewn around on the floore, fences and ground,
After some time spent heré in prepering dreakfast and getting ether things in
order we marched out to the south.east a mile or so, end formed 4in line by the
roadside to awmait the arrival of Gen's. Price and McCullock, Presently they came
on and passing & bowing to us went on down the line, They had come up from Neoche
with what forces they could gather in order to reinforce us, but we stood in ne
need of reinforcements then, and so we marched down to the nearest timber and
encamped for the night, with the oxpoctatlon of again resuming our warch on the
next deay.

After the necessary arrangements en thn morning of the seventh of July, we
left the wicinity of Carthage, where we had remained over the last two nights,
and again marched foreward with the whole force toward the south and after a
bhard days march wesarrived at Neosho, 2 nice little town near the center of Newton
County and also its seat. Here our forces had a few days before captured ene
hundred and thirty of the enemies forces, and turned them loose on parcle. Pass-
ing through Neosho we moved on to Pools Prairie some mile or two southward and
encapped for the night.

. Rarly next morning we were sghin maving and taking down the road leading down
Buffalo Creek we enjoyed the luxury of plenty of good, eool, epring water, every
now and then coming to a splendid spring of delicious water dbursting forth at the
foot of the high. rugged, and rocky hille which hem 4t in on both sidee, Marching
onward thus amid the clear rocky bottomed stream, and having those rough, uneven
hills by our side (Penciled note: Green trees and shrubs covered the hill sides
some places & rock at others.) we were enjoying our deys march better than usual -
(Pencilled notej We often clattering & splashing through the water of thie stream,
Buffale.). when & false rumor resched our columns that Genersl Jim Lene of Kansas
had attacked the Arkansas forces en Cow Skin prairie and although we hzd been with
portions of these forces and ought to have had true scurces of information from
them yet our offivers in their eagerness to arrive at the supposed scene of action
gave orders for a double gquick march end away we went, soon leaving the waters and
rocky road down the bed ef Buffalo's and turning into the dusty bottom, where the
road wae several inches deep apparently in dust, and which being stirred by eour
horses feet madg & perfect cloud of dust so thick that we often could not see the
man next before us, and almost suffocated us. Thus we went under whip and spur
for about feur miles, almost melting our poor horses zs well as ourselves and
for nothing but a lying report of some one. At length learning that it wae false
we again moved on in order until we arrived at Beotts Mille on Cow JF{f 8kin er
Elk River where we dismounted and washed our dlack faces and clearsd the dust from
our nostrils and throats, and then mounting we soon arrived at Cow Skin prairie,
and after enjoying the preirie treexs once more and turning to the left .of the road
2 short distance we selected a camping ground & diamountod to rest at the end of
our ).ong march, ol :
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CHAPTER 111. THE CAMP OF OOW BKIN PRAIRIE &C.

As we had $aken up camp or rather stopped in an irregular manner upon eour
first arrival here, it now became necegeery in order to prevent confusion to
arrsnge 4t in a more military style snd for this purpose the ground was stepped
off and each regiment and battsllion was shown to §te respective situstion. Xach
regiment or battellion now were required to divide its ground between the several
companies of its comuand ,and upon making thie division each compeny was also
shown its ground and they alwo were ordered to divide their ground between the
several messes into which the company had been divided, This wes at length
accomplished, after considerzble confusion and rough langusge, en eccount of some
having to leave the ground they had already selected and take up their querter in
& worse situation. The tentes of each regiment or dattallion were to be strefiched
in & straight line leaving room between each regiment or battallion for the fires
and also for a street or promenade some twenty or thirty feet wide to drill & pere
form other military exercises in, and %o furnish ground for their wageone and other
necessary things., Upon the arrival of the waggons £11 hands set to work, snd in
8 very short time a considerable t¢pwmn eppeared to mpring up in the midet of the
prairie, and te be thickly peopled with inhsbitants who were walking the streets
as it were in every direction. Bome were going to & large gushing spring some
half mile off for water; some were going %o tether their horses; some were going
for beef and other erticles of food; and some were 1dly stalking around. Thus cemp
apveared alive until the evening darkness hid them from view, Ae the evening tﬁ
grew darker the camp fires from every quarter appeared like so many torches smid
the darkness around; the loud murmur of hundreds of voices broke the stillness;
and the clank of the sabre ever and anon could be distinctly heard upon the evening
breegzs. At last all sank into slumber except the watchful guard, and thore
detailed to attend to night duty, and even now the profound etillnese was ever and
anon broken by the shrill challenge of the sentinels, and the dull rattle of the
sabre as it every now and then struck the ground while the owner was making the
- iGrand Rounds" or ether military trips to relieve the sentinels end place others
in their stend. Thus the night pessed awey but the morning agein renewed the busy
scene,

During our stay here wi nvod principally on beef and badly cleaned wheat
ground up without bolting and it looked as if this had often been mixed with
greater parte of shorts er bran, for after g¢leaning it as well as we could without
2 seive, we would often find pieces of straw ot chaff an inch long in our bresd.,
¥ith such food we &z & matter of course decame very tired and sought every oppore
tunity of procuring diet of & different kind, The Seneca Indiene who lived near .
bye, bringing in butter, eggs,applee and such other articles of food, easily
found in us esger purchasers, and althoughthe epples at thie season of the yeer
{July) were often gquite green and small, yet we readily bought them et ten cents
per dogzen., There being & smsll bush by some called the Mountain Buck Bueh and by
‘others the oranberry, growing in the adjacent hille of Elk or Cow Skin River, we
often took a bucket and went to gather these although they at thie time were green
and unfit to use., We sometimes made or rather tried to meke pies out of them but
_ they were a poor substitute for the fruit commonly used for thie purpose, and
. .consequently our pies were hardly palatable. Sometimes we would go to the river
:fuhing dbut seldon succeeded in obtaining any of the fimny tribe for eur troudble,
. and therefore 414 not get the epportunity of feasting en thie .delicious dish,
¥e could see the beautiful perch gliding through the chrystel water even when
four or. ﬂvo feet under the water, so clear wae thie etrean, yet he would mot.

. accept of o'ur affered balt. when p‘.laoed by him. but rather chou to procnre )
sustenance in some otherm P ™
Getting tired of £ishing without eatching anything we would roll up eur

hooks and plunge inte the chrystal water buthing. ot take our little rifle guns,
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or doudle-barreled shot guns, and take off through the woods and hills hunting,
snd woe to the little squirrel that allowed us to catch a sight of him, for we
slmost invariably would have him for the next meal. Sometimes we would kill a
gurkey or deer but this wae so seldom that but few of .us ever enjoyed the luxury
of tasting thelr flesh. Thus we passed the time Ihen not employed in drilling or
other camp eccupatiens, VWhen drill hours came we at the call of our orderly sergeant,
formed & line in the streets of eur camp, and being taken charge of by some drill
officer were instructed i{n the various evolutions, and other exercises & maneuvers
of this part of military instruction, and after such exercises were again permitted
40 go sbout our other employments. (Penciled motation

"Thus we were in training for murder and ruin. Alas! Alasf).

We had not been long encamped here until it was found necessary to appoint
2 number of Provost Guards whose business it was to travel sbout through cemp and
the surrounding country in order to arrest 21l soldiers found comuitting deprede
ations of any kind and also to prevent the firing of guns in or near camnp, & othsr
officers were to have camp kept clean and nice. Theee guards wore a red riband
around their shoulders as a token of their office and a passport for them at eny
time, for they were not to be halted by our guards. ‘They might be seen slmoret at
any time strolling hither and J¢f thither watching everything that was going enm,
and keeping down confusion & trouble. They were quite necessgry even at that time,
for some of our soldiere unless prevented would at times burn the reils belonging
%o private citizens, and etherwise injure and destroy their property. They (
(efficers of the day) were elso very useful on account of their going around and
directing us to clean up our camps of superfluocus trash and putrid pieces of beef,
which would otherwise most probobly have been left to produce & noxious &nd
disagreeable stench, for as the o0ld adsge says "What is every bodies business will
be attended to by no'body". and had those officers of the dey not required us teo
clesn them awsy they might beve lain there and produced disease in some degree by
their poisonous effluvia,

Around camp we had a guard to prevent horsemen from entering, and for other
purposes. At one side of cemp we had a shade made of bushes under which & part
of the guard remained, while others were nta.nding their tout around camp. This
shade was called the Guard House and at it every miscreant soldier when errested,
was gusrded, and this was considered ample punishment for common offenses, for
it was 8 considersble disgrace to have to go to the Yguard house" under arres$,
but for very bad effences other punishments were sometimes inflicted.

Waisky being sold in the country not far from camp produced a grest deal of
contentien and drunkemness, and it was at length determined to set the police er
Provost Guards to h\mtiu and pouring it out, for it Led been sold slyly so fer
since it was egainst orders to dring it to .cemp for sale. Going out, thexe poliee
at last discovered it, by following slong the road which was filled with the
grestest aumboer of drunken soldiers, and they immedietely poured it &ll out.

Some three or four barrels was thus destroyed at ence and afterward there was -
less drunkenness than before., Thus they kept dmm contcnuons and preventnq,
mischief.

‘During oné of those drinking sprees, outﬁh} the Indian ¥ation, t soldier
attempted to violate an Indian woman, whereupon she. drew &£ pistol and Qbat him
dezd upon the spot. den, Pr&ce said the vonan did right & was perfoctly }
Justifisble de, |

= After rauiniug at Camp Oow Skin en tho north ‘side of Cow Skin pralric ifor
‘about two weeks we (Gen. Rains Brigdfle) removed to ‘s high hill neer the €o h
side, and there took up & second camp calling 1t *cmp Lee. ¥rom this camp
could see for miles around. The vast prairie elong. 4p Cow Skin river stretc lns
out to the west into the Benecs Nation, presented & beeutiful spectacle,. 1\ the
prairie in which we were encamped, was also & scené’pf much interest. %o
east the encawpment of Gen. Parsons division eppeared like e 1ittle tom
slive with™inhabitants} to the scuth and across a mll skirt of timber mi be
seenportions of Gen. Slacks brigade or divhlon; throughont the utomning‘»i
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space all around night Ve seen nmmmhoxiinen riding to and fro; while near
sach encampment might be seen the ¥éthered horses & mules forming as it were
large herds, feeding upon the grass. Around is snd particularly to the north and
ecst, spread eut large forest & rocky hills through which meandered beautiful
streams of water clear as chrystal, rippling ever their rocky beds and adown
those uneven and ragged hills from vhicﬁ every now and then bursted forth those
clear cold springs so enticing to thirsty beings in these hot & sultry days of July.
Having elected our company and other officers and erganiged in a more
military way we at length began to think & talk of leaving this prairie where we '
had spent about three weeks in drilling sometimes; sometimes in hunting, fishing
& bathing; sometimes in cooking and washing; sometimes in standing guard and
cleaning up camp; sometimes in carrying wood & water; sometimes in strolling
around and viewing those beautiful springs, streams of water and other entertaining
objects; sometimes in lying in ou¥ tents or beneath the shade of 2 bush te avoid
the dburning sun; and sometimes in watering and sttendind to our horses. (Pencilled
notet Sometimee in gambling, lying, swearing &c &c Blackguarding &c."). After
the necessary preparations we at length got everything ready and were to commenoce
snother march pretty shortly, the particulars of which I shall narrate in the next
chapter. (Pencilled note: "Now what was all this array of men intending to do?
They were preparing themselves for the bloody & horrid practice of war, or whole=
sale murder, National butehers &c.*).

CEAPTER 1V. MARCH 70 WILSON CREZK,

It was near the first of August when we again $ook up the line of march,
and after a hard days travel over the rough rocky roads in McDonald and the seuth
part of Newton County, we ence more encamped in Pool's Prairie. On the following
morning moving on as usual in such & march we passed Neosho and entered a beautiful
prairie stretching away to the north east for several miles and after a few hours
travel we came in sight of Grandy, a small village at the Granby Lead Milkes, en the
head waters of Spring River (Indian Oreek) and passing in a few miles of it,
presently arrived at Newtonia, some four miles eastward of Grandby. This also is
s small village situated in the prairie, and not far from this place we again
encamped. KHere we had a powerful stampede among our horses,

Leaving here the following morning we changed the direction ef eyr route,
and dore off toward the south east, and after another very hard days march, we ﬂ
arrived at Cassville, the County Seat of Barry County, and passing through it
encamped one mile southward in a small round prairie adjoining the forces of Brig.
Gen.McBride, who were already camped in the timber near bye, Durfng this day
Gen. Rains with about six hundred men, had been pursuing & portion of the enemies
cavalry, and rumors kept coming back almost all day, that they were fighting shead,
and thus we kept pushing en, and even after we had reached camp it was rumored
that he had succeeded in capturing five hundred of them, dut this was utterly
false. . .
Ooming 4n %ith his forces, he also pitched camp, snd again the busy scene,
of an evining camp after a days march, commenced. Some might de seen hurryihg
hither and thither after wood and water; some going to and fro, drawing provisions;
some moving off with their horses; some preparing to cook supper; and some stalke
ing 4dly around as usual staring at everything that transpired. Here we remained
for some day or two, and Gen. Price resigning the chief command to Gen. Ben Mc
Cullock we again, after having dried beef & cooked biscuit & ¢, moved toward Wileon
Oreek. -
Our battillion consisting of three companies (Stones,Royston's & Parks)
under command of Lieut. Col. T.X.Owen (formerly Captain) was placed under Col.
Cawthorn whowith about eight hundred cavalry from Rains Division, was sent eut
northward, as a scout for the hft flank of the my.» Bearing off through a

o
e



«l2-

rough,broken, and rocky country, we passed the head of Spring River, and late in
the evening %ock up for the night upon & field of Hungarian grass, around which
we marched forming a hollow square, and dismounted, picketing our horses within
the square, while we lay down to rest around the border. Thus we remained for
the night, having eur provisions a.lroady prepared, and which consisted of steaked
or dried beef and biscuit.

( Interdelineated notes "MKethods of passing camp guards by wearing sabres,
pretending to want in &o.")

. Early next morning we were again in the gaddle, and turning more eastward,
rode foreward against the burning rays of a hot sun, over another nice prairie,
~and at length entered a long ravine, or hollow, down which we continued our ma
until about ten e'clock, when we were within a short distance of Dry Springs,
south of Wilson Oreek, Here we were suddenly surprised by eur advance guard, and
Col. Cawthorn himself coming galloping dack, with the news that Gen. Lyon's foroes
were camped at the springs, and that they had talked with some of them, thinking
them our own forces, but upon asking whose forces they were recieved the answer
that they were Gen. Lyon's.  Hereupon Col. Cawthorn remarked to them that he

would return & dring up his men, intimating that we were also federal troops.

This ruse partially succeeded, and he then came galloping dack erdering us to
oountermarch in doudle gquick time. This some were rather slow in doing, since we
sav nothing to retreat from, although within a short distance of their camp which
was hid bdehind a hill., Nevertheless we soon became convinced ef the truth of the
statenent and then commenced a scene of the utmost confusion. Instead of making

a regular countermarch, everyone seemed to turn about for himself, and taking bakk
went spurring over the rough rocky road at a rapid pace. Bearing off from the road
south ward over hills and hollows, and brushy ground, we went spurring enward at

& rapid rate. Some leaving ranks, bursted eff under whip and spur as if 014 Xieck
himself wers at their heels, and thus went scampering pell mell over the broken
hills until probobly they were "brought up standing" against the rough body of some
scrubby PAiAK bush, with their face torn and bleeding and thelr hat gone. Some t
taking it more quiet remarked that ® it was not worth while to kill their dmod
fool selves even if Lyons was there",

' 'A% length we were haulted and formed in line by our rnpoctivo officers,
yet many were scattered around, clear away from their commands, and it took mo
little trouble to again get them to their commands. Some had lost their hats and
now came riding up with handkerchiefs tied around their heads to shelter them from
the burning rays of the sun; some had lost one thing & some another, but we dared
not go back after them for Lyons forces were aware of our mistake by this time and
had even given us a few parting shots as we went galloping away from them.

" Thus we were forced reluctantly to forego the pleasure of a cool drink of
water from those springs, and compelled, like the lion in the combat with the
mastiffs, to save ourselves dy flight, This we did, and returned toward the main
forcel sonme ten nﬂ.ca soutjjvard.

- Pravelling en over broken hills and hollows, without any sign of a road.
we now began to fuffer from the want of water, and almost melting in the hot and
sultry sun. I chewed seversl bullets until they crumdled in my mouth, dut still
I perepired almost in streams, and became hoarse and almost choked for the want

of water, Others suffered equally. Our ‘mouthe became hot, and our tongues dry;
and still we found no water. Some declered they would give their horses for a
drink, and all seemed to be suffering intensely for the want of this liguid
beverage of nature, when at last we arrived at a small branch ef very warm water,
yet we drank it greedily although besides being warm, it was quickly stirred up
and became quite muddy, yet water we were eraving, and burning fer, and we parteck
of this warmfilthy waler with the greatest eagerness imaginable. Moving on we
presently came to & very large gushing spring of the goldest water, and well it
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was for us we had not come to this first, fer i this case we most assuredly would
have drank too freely of it for eur own good, fer even now it seemed as if we
‘could not get enough. After washing and cooling eurselves, we took up for the
night at convenient placesaround, for we were very near the main forces. This
efening Reins with 600 men had a consideradle skirmish &. The next day we remained
near bye and most ef us committed larceny dy going into the 2djoining fields and
getting green corn to eat, for we were very hungry. Provost guards were sent eut
to prevent this, and ene of these coming upon & squad of us in the field, reasting
and eating the corn, instead of trying to prevent us, pulled off severzl ears him-
self and commenced roasting and eatine alse, saying as he 4id so " This is wrong
but I must have semething to eat". (Interdelineated note: “Here we dried beef I
believe"). About midnight we again took up the line of march, and moving very
slewly on account of the road being crowded, we next morning had enly gone & mile
or s0, and now looking wp and down the large road we could see nothing but a river
of human beings, as it were, meoving along the uneven roal like the waves of a riwsr,
erowding & rolling slowly enward down its watery bed.
Presently our command under Cawthorn was again: dotcchod from the main forcu
and sent out on the left wing as bdefore.
Teking sgain over the rough rocky reads dearing off narthward from the line
}ff or Telegrasph read, we soon struck upon the trail of a portion of the enemies
forces, and folleowing this, sometimes along narrow and dim rosds, and sometimes
ever the hills where formerly there was no road,we after another herd days march
in which many of almostslept upen our horses, arrived and camped at Wilson Creek
some distance south of the place where the memorzble battle of Oak Hills was aftere
ward fought., The next morning this was about the sixth of Auguet, we, that is
Cawthorn's command moved up about two miles and camped en what was afterward called
Bloody Hill from being the scene of a most bloody and sanguine encounter, during
the Oak Hill Battle, Detween a2 portion of our forces and those of Gen. Lyons.
This was & half mile or so to the left and in front of the main encampment; while,
47 I am not mistaken, Gen. Rains with the other portion of his division encamped
opposite us, and to the right, and also in front ¢f the main bedy, which was en-
camped aleng down the valley of the creek.
Here we remained for several days actively ongaged 1n the various duties
.of camp 1ife, and preparing for the coming battle. Wilson Creek afforded us water,
and the black oak trees and bushes arcund us with others furnished us with wood;
while the surrounding hills provided grass for eur horses, upon which we constantly
kept them. After the nights darkness had enveloped the earth and rendered ether
things invieible, then the thousand fires from the adjacent hills & vslly shot
forth their light like so many stars in the cenopy of the sky, while the hum of
thousands of voices came wafted on the evening breeze and the hoarse challenge of
the ocamp sentinel echoed through the hills and vales around. (note here says;
"Note; Something should have been said here of the Picket Bkirmishes on the 8th
& 9th of August &c. Toothache and gure &c.¥) Thus we remained until the evening
of the ninth of Mugust, when orders were given to prepare to march en Springfield
that night, and eur picket guards being drawn i{n eVerything seemed ready for
such & move, but from some cause unknown te me we were not marched off mor 4id we
. break up camp until the next morning, and what happened soon afier, how we were
surrounded that night, and how the next day we fought ene of the most bloody
dattles on rocord un bn rclatod in the next chaptor. ‘

CHAPTER V. o mxmmmnxm.

o During the night of the Sth of August while we were resting witheut any
Pioquet Guard to warn us of approaching danger, and while eur of ficers were thus
carelessly sllowing us to de exposed to unknownperil,’the enemy under the brave,
but hot~headed General I.yonl. left Springficld and u.rchad upon, and surrounded us,;
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and en the morning of the 10th of August, as some of us were preparing a little
breakfast,some of us attending to our horses, some of us attending to one thing,
and some to another; and as the golden sun Just began $o dawn en the surreunding
hille, the alarm cry was passed from lip to lip, that Qen. Lyons was advancing
upon us; and looking across the valley, upen the opposite hills, we descried them,
dut et first mistook them for aur ewn forccs. but in a short time became
convinced to the contrary.

. Then & scene eof greatest conZusion and alarm onluod. Seme began hurrying
here and there after their horses; some were bridling & saddling those already
in camp; seme were loading their cooking utensils; and baggage; some were hitching
their teams; some were getting their guns; some running two and fro hardly knewing
what they were after; and some were deginning to form 2 1line at the urgent calls
ef their respective efficers. Presently we moved out to the north-west some few
hundred yards, and now the enemy could be plainly seen, as they came marching wpon
us in long lines, with glittering bayonets flashing in the morning sun. As this
scene was $ranspiring in the northewest of the battle field, others somewhat
similar were being transacted in various ether guarters, but I shall principally
confine my narrative $o this for the present. Onward they came in ene united line,
ever the orest of the opposite hill; while there we stood, & handful of apparently
raw volunteers opposed to a host ef regularly trained soldiers. It was a fearful
0dds, for there were not over five hundeed (500) of us actuzlly on the field, $o
oppose about three thpusand (3,000) ef the enemy. We were commanded by the brave
Ool. Cawthorn, while the snemy were led on by the equally brave @Gen. Lyens him-
self, Thue we stood on the north and merth-west side of Bloody Hill, as those
columme of "Blue Coats" advanced upen us. Sending a few horsemen toward them we
silently awaited the result, but scercely kad they left us two hundred yards,
when upen nearing the enemy, theyhalted, levelled their muskets, and the first
- sherp orack of ﬁnmn broke upen the compu'atin stillness, and echoed down the

valley. ‘

' These men new ocame galloping back in confusion, whereupon we dismounted,
and J##4] leaving some to hold eur horses, marched foreward some thirty steps
toward the enemy, who now began teo pour their leaden hail ef musket balls among
us at a fearful rate, yet we held our ground and silently reserved our fire,
waiting for them to come nearer, and within range of our riffles & shot guns.’
Presently we also began to fire, and now the work of death commenced in earnest.
Long streans of fire would issue from the muzzles of tlre enemies muskets, and théir
hail of deadly missils would come whistling through our ranks; these were answered
-~ by us with equally destructive showers of riffle balls and buck shot. Clouds of
. smoke darkened the horison, as peal after peal rang through the valleys and over
the hills. Ve now fell back before such superior numbers, and taking another stand,
sgain exchanged shots with them; but again falling back under cover of the hill,
we hitched our horses and reascended to its crest, shen a moet terrific engagement
connmenced which lasted fer an hour or so b-fora we were reinforced, and struck
tho death blew % many a poor soldier.
> The sharp rattle of the small arms as they were dhchargod in rapid successien
wes now breken by the fearful boom ef the wide mouthed cannen, Feal after peal
.broke upon the air & echoed for many miles around, Dense cleuls of smoke filled
the air everhead, and the atmosphere around seemed pregnant with the missiles
. of death and destruction: Vast sheets of the deadly musket and minnie dalls
canme pouring through eur ranks cutting and tearing the grase and bushes, throwing
the dust and gravel in our faces, orippling our comrads, and killing our friende.
The fearful and terrific storm of decth wes raging areund, the gentle wind seemed
. %0 bear it onward, and every sweeping blast oarried death in its course, and
destruction in its path. Here amid this horrible scene we still msintained the
deadly and unequal contest, murdering & being murdersd] Five hundred er less
(350 so Gen. Price said) opposing three thousand in an open field, for an hour
and one helf I think it wae. During this time the brave Gen, Lyons was killed
at the head of his forces while urging them foreward; and also eur brave leader
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Cawthorn recieved his death wound which carried him to the grave in a few days.
Many others sank inte the slumbers of death from the effects of this terridle
.encounter, while many ethers still, though mot killed, rociond wounds which
rendered them cripple ferever afterward. = 4

. At length Veing grestly reinforced, we continued the strugzle with better
success. Y¥ow volley after volley of deadly heil csme and went, through the
surrounding element in fearful confusion. lLarge busher were torn in two, and
trees shivered to pieces; rocks were mashed inte & thousand pieces, and the earth
dug into holes! Thus the dreadful and terridle work went on! Net enly en Bloody
Hill was such work being done, but for miles around! The air was continually
filled with the roar of those terrible enginee of death! The surrounding atmes-
phere became derk with the clouds ef dense smoke which rose fron the fearful
scene, as boom after boom fellowed each other, and echoed the horrid noise aroundl
. Rell seemed to be gaping fer its victims, and heaven to hids its face at the
sight! The fiends of darkness seemed to have been let loose, and were celebrating
their freedom with a sscrifice of blood]! Death seemed to be the reigning monarch,
who was thus gleating ever the lives of his subjects and hurrying them into
.eternity! Thus for nine long hours this fearful and appalling scene continued;
and when at laest it ended the sight was fearfull Yea horrible! to behold! Around
ue in every direction lay the mangled and gory bodies of eur fellow men; some
with their pale and ghastly features turned toward us, lay locked in the slumber
of death; some groaning from the excess of tormenting pains; some erying for water,
for which they were almost suffocating; some unconscious lying and uttering feeble
groans as the life-blood eozed from their mortal wounds; some almost inaudidly
moaning away the last expiring breasth of life, as the erimson gore & froth issued
gurgling from their mouths and nostrils; and some gasping, as the last eonvulsive
throes of dying misery and pain, were fast ebbing away. Thus spectacles of the
most heart-rending sights presented themselves in every direction; and thus had
we after nine hours of the most bloody and ebstinate fighting en record, driven
the enemy precipitately from the field, and new stood en the ground the ackmow=
ledged victors. But we had enly gained it by a fearful & dloody sacrifice of life,
and though eur loss was terrible, that ef the enemy was even more mo. After the
horrible din of the battle was ever, and after I had again returned to Bloody Hill
and my comnand, from which I had bdeen sep arated while taking & wounded man to the
waggons, and had thus been taken prisoner but had succoeded in escaping while the
battle raged. {(Note: The account of my capture & narrow escepe from death should
here de inserted.) I now procured & couple of eanteens and filling them with
water, together with ethers, we commenced a survey of the awful field. At every
step the narks of the horrid missiles of death could be seen, and their torn and
~ bleeding victims met our view, On almost every tree,bush, and shrud they had left
their sign, and at every step their gory sacrifice. The earth was dug into holes
& the treees and bushes torn to pleces; the recks shivered to atoms, and the grass
and shrubs mewn to the ground. Thus over the field was one destructive scene
presented to viek, and the mangled bodies of mortality lay thickly scattered
around. Our own dead an? wounded had by this time been principally taken off the
field, and it was only the enemies that still lay upon the battle ground where
they had been struck down by those horrid miseiles of wer. Some with a bullet
hole in their forehead lay in the last slumbers of death, while the gory substance
of the brain protruded from the opening; some with the deadly hole through their
manly. breast, from which the heart blood still slowly ocozed forth; some with one
helf of their head carried entirely away by the fearful cannon ball; and others
with their heads completely severed from their bodies. Some with a broken limb
or other dloody wound ley or sat under the shade of the bushes arcund, fenning the
ewarm of flies awey} while others less conscious, or unsble to help themselves,
lay in the burning sun, with the fliee actuzlly blowing their wounds. Some fully
conscious of their awful situation, telked of their condition and prospect in

.f&’
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future; while others insensidle to their own state, were 'lowly. but surely
passing away to eternity. Thus we moved on over the field administering totheir
wants and sufferings, and still viewing the varied, yet bloody end dreadful
scene. Scenes which I pray God it may never be my lot to witness again.

' At length the enemy returned under protection of the white flag and removed
their wounded to Springfield some ten miles distant, but their desd still lay
upon the field. During the engsgement the writer having been seperated from his
command while taking & wounded comrade to the wageons, and having been taken
prisoner, and having shortly escaped, and by these means having been on various
parts of the field,at various times, had thus an epportunity of being an eye

witness to transactions in different parts of that terrible battle ground. .

At ene time shortly after I had escaped from the sneny I found myself upen
the dbrink of & high, steep and rocky hill on the summit of which was planted the
‘onemha twenty four pounders, and to the north- west ef which was Bloody Hill &
the valley between, on which hostile thoueands were engaged. As I sat there try-
ing to devise means, or discover some avenue by which I might be enabled to return
to my command, I could plainly see both friende and foes engaged in the dezdly
combat below. At short intervale the sharp rattle of small arms would commence
getting louder and louder, and the hoarse bellowing of the terridle cannon would
echo around. The loud thunderings of those twenty four pounders would burst over
ny head as it were, and shake the very earthbeneath my feet. Dense clouds of
smoke rose from the valley below and darkened the skies above. It was a scene
at ence grand yet awfull! though fascinating yet terrible! one on which I could
not help looking, yet ene which made me shudder! Presently a terridle charge made
by Col. Kelly's regiment of St.Louis, assisted by others, commenced on the height
nesr me, and after a few minutes of terrible reoaring and clashing the enemy were
driven from the height and most of his cannon ocaptured. The road being ence mores
open 1 ventured out, and sgain started to my command. As I passed along the same
dresdful sights as formerly described presented themselves en each side of the
road, and often in its very centre amid the dust and blood lay the corpsees of
the slain. Thus you may see that over one vast arena this terrible scene was spread,
and $hat the reality of this drama was most terrible! Until night drew on and
veiled this bloody prospect from view, by the shadesef derkness, the fearful sceme
presented itself to view. ¥hen at last it was no longer visible we again lay
down to reet on that hill which had so lately been drenched with the blood of the
bundreds of human sacrifices which had been that day effered to the god of war on
its green altar, and henceforth to be called Bloody Hill.

Rising next morning (it being Sunday) I went with others of ly company to
one of our hospitals to move a wounded comrade. On our way the same scene of
cernage and destruction sppeared all along our way for a mile or more. We often
had to turn out of the road to aveid running eur cerriage wheels over the dead,
and to get bye the slain horses and other obstructions in eur way. The slain
were by this time swelled to an incredible size, and their distroted features
presented 2 blackish green hue, and they emitted the most sickening and effensive
odor imaginable. The large number of dead horses lying around also tended to
increase the alfeady nauseating and disgusting smell as well as the more dest-
ructive appesrance of the field.

After passing slong the read, which was lined with dead bodies of men and
horul. together with broken guns, waggzons, carriages, mess boxes, cooking
utensils, strips of clething, and various other articles of camp equivpage, we
presently arrived at the hospital., Thie had been 2 large nice dwelling, but it
wag fearfully changed now. Xvery bed, and other household article seemed to
have been appropriated te the use of the wounded and yet they were slmost destitute
of needful bedding and covering. Straw had been piled up in every nook and corner
and on it lay hundreds o¢f the poor fellows. The house was literslly full ef them,
and the very outhouses were crowded to overflowing. Some were mortally, and
_ others only ‘tolersbly badly wounded. I saw one man who had been shot through,

" the ball entering his breast on one side of the breast bone and going out en
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one side of his back bone, Thie poor fellow had been in this situation for
twventy-four hours, without having his wound dreeses or the least particle of
assistance, although here seemed to be plenty of physiciens and others there.
He said his name was Watson and that he belonged te Ool. Kelly's St. Louis ,
regiment. Whether he recovered or not I am unable to say, as I left him after
having done what I could for him, 2nd informed hie Col. of him situntion.

‘Getting our wounded comrade into the carriage, we drove away, and after
returning to camp, and omce more surveying the field on Bloody Hill, we prepared
to move to Springfield. While sywrveying the field I at one time counted the dead
and enormously swelled bodies of twenty of the enemy on an 2rea of ground scarcely
half an &cre, and among them also the carcasses of eight horses almost as large
as elephants. You may have some glight idea of the sickening odor that filled
the air if you ever had the opportunity of smelling the putrefied body of a desad
humsn, but stherwise you eennot.

Having at length gotten rezdy to loave the battle field and having made
other general arrangements we now prepzred to start to Springfield. During the
march from Cow Skin Preirie and at the Oc=k Hill battle, we were in company with
and sssizted by the Arkansas forces under Gen. Ben McCullock and thus he was in
command before the commencement of the battle, but during the battle almost every
Colonel had to comnand for himeelf and it hae been charscteriged ae a battle
fought without commend, but Justice demands that the subordinate officers be
excepted for they done well,

CHAPTEE VI. : - MARCH TO LEXINGTON . IT8 SIEGE AND CAPTURE &C.

Toward twelve o'clock on the 1lth of August we sgain set foreward en the
merch, and after teeimiles travel over 2 lerge preirie we came upon Springfield,
the county sest of Greene County a2nd a large inland city. We hed been ensbled to
see 1t severel miles before we srrived, thet is ite epires and other higher perts.
Babing formed in close ranks, with our guns up, we entered & taking up through
the Public square passed off to the suburbe on the weet of town, and egain en-
cemped for a couple of days or so. Here we collected 211 the captured arms,
emmunition &c. and prepared for our wounded to be as well taken carc of as pos—
gible, £nd en or sbout the morning of the 13th, Col. Owens, having obtained
permiseion, set out with hig battezllion for Henry Courty, and after a herd days
march camped Just scuth of Bolivar the county seat of Polk Oounty and & nice town -
of considerable sige. FEere some soldiers from other regiments, together with some
of our own, and some citigzens, getting into & fray &t a groeery, A Mr. Thomas
‘Johnson, & citigen, was killed by a Mr. Hugh Foueer who succeeded in meking his
escepe although pursued & severzl times shot et. Again moving on next morning.
we lzte in the evening, after passing Fumansville during the day, which is &
small, 111 sheped villege srome 15 miles northward, encemped south of Oceola some
5 miles. Oceola, the county seat of St. Clair County ie 2 considerable town,
pretty well buift, and situated en the south bank of the Osage River. Again
resuning the march next morning on our wesk and jasded, as well as tender-footed
horses, we toward evening esrrived at Clinton, where after getting some refreshe
ments and meeting numerous friends with whom we must "take & chat" we scattered
and went to our respective homes, with orders to meet agzin in a few daye to
draw some cloth and ether articles for clothing and to prepare for the next trip
or short cempaign. -

‘Although I was takon sick and could not participate in the coming events,
yet 1 shall relate & brief sketch of them 25 nsrrated to me by a2 friend and eye-
witness. After having remained a2t & about home for a week or so, they again set
out from Clinton %o intercept the State forces under Gen. Price who were by this
time moving on toward Lexington,without the Arkansas forces, under McCulleck.
After considerable marching they fell in with those forces on the road between
Stockton (a nice 1ittle town in Cedar County, and its Geunty Seat) and Dry Wood
in Vernon Countv (a streem). At the lstter stream or in the vivinity theyhad
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an engagement.This was brought on by about a thousand (1,000) Kensas forces
meking an ettack upon Price's sdvance guard. Moving foreward with his "body
guard" the General recieved their fire at long range without returning a shot,
but when Rains and Parsons came up with their men and opened upon them, they
retreated. Price lost three men killed or rear it end several wounded. The
enemy lost about 16 killed and 25 priconers, besides & mumber wounded.

AMfter remaingng here a day or two, they agesin set out for Lexington and after
erossing the Osage River at Huffman's ferry moved foreward through Johnstown
(Interdelineated note: "Camped here".,) and camped on Grand River nesr Suttles
¥ill. ¥Yrom Huffmans ferry about 1500 men under Gen. Reins were sent after the
Kansas Jayhawkers but after a hard nights ride returned without having overtaken
them. From Grand River the army moved forsward and again camped nesr Rosehill,

a small village in the south-eaet of Jehnson County, where after eating supper
took up the line of march end after & hard nights ride in which the Frovest Guards
were very busy waking up the sleepy soldiers at the road side, they arrived sbout
daylight in the vicinity of Warrensburgh, the seat of Johnson, and & considerable
town, where they encasmped until the next day; when learning that the Federals had
burned Black Water Bridge, they moved off and after travelling e circuitous route
around, they succeeded in crossing thet stream, and kept foreward toward Lexington
"with all possible speed, preceeded by the federals, who only arrived some few
hours before our cavalry. Here they encamped and Picket and skirmish fighting
was kept up continuslly during both night and day, severzl of which were consider-
able engagemente, but in which the lose was slight. The Federals were forted in
' the Masonic Ocllege, a large brick building, around which were strong entrenche
‘ments square in form with buttresses at the four corners for the ertillery; and
exterior to this a semi-circular entrenchment including some five acres, all
composed of earthworks sodded over with blue grass. Btill exterior to this were
powder mines, arranged so =28 to ensble the enemy to teuzh them off at pleasure,
whenever our forees came upon them. Thus it beceme nesessary, after 2 siege of
e week or 80 to assz2il the fort, or take it by some other mesns. A plan being ine
vented by & Mr. James Mclahen of Owen's Eenry County bettallion, was laid before
Gen. Price, which being put in practice ensbled them to approach te within a
short distance of the fort without much loss. Thie plean was to procure hemp
bales and by soaking them in the river prevent them from teking fire, then hauling
them to convenient places, and putting severzl men behind each bazle, and some reope
coile 2lso, they were enabled by rolling them over end over to approach the fort
in safety; and after he.vin.g closely besieged it in this way for three days, the
federel forces within under commend of Col. Mulligan cepitulated on the 25th day
of September. They surrendered unconditionslly 211 their forces, arme, and
other munitions of war, except a barrel of Gun Caps which ¥illigen dishonorably
concesled by burying them in the fort. During this siege eur lost had been repo rted
about 25 killed besides considerable wounded. That of the enemy was propodly
170 killed, & considerable number wounded & 3500 prisoners together with a1l their
munitiens of way, amounting to 14,000 guns, 2600 holsterf pistols,1200 sabres, 6
~cannon, 2 mortars, and 1000 cavelry horses and equippage, besides a considerazble
‘pumber of wageons, tents, snd other articles, together with a large amount of
oonminary stores, powder in large quantity &c.
" %hus enother victory had crowned with success our efforts, & l.lthough but
_1ittle dlood was shed in this siege when compared with the battle of Oek Hills,
. yet a considerable mumber of our fellow men were launched into eternity unwarned
& probodbly unprepared, and thus we see that war is everywhere & bloody eccupatien,
& 4%s upholders are necossa.rily onmlved in the guilt which ensues, for those who
de not uctmly engage in combat, yet urge wars, are necessarily as guilty ‘or
nearly so e those a.ctually engaged .

After-remaining a few days at Lexington, during which time the c&ptmd
enemy were paroled and set across the Missouri River { except Col. Mulligen who
wes restined to exchange for Gen. Frost), snd Gen. Price agein took up the line
of march toward the south once more, from the fect, _tha’t Gen, J.C. Freemont with
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with a large force was marching to cut him off fron southern sid. Moving on down
the western border of the state he passed back throuzh Rosehill, and again crossed
the Osage at Euffmants ferry after three days of contimued labor in ferrying and
swinning the waggons, horesee, men and camp equiprsge over; and sgain after a
short time { § daye march) arrived at Camp Briscoe in Cedar County. FHere he
renained two days and then marching forewerd came to Greenfield, the county seat
of Dade County, where he eggein camped for two days, during which time he reciend
300,000 gun czps &c, from the south.

Leaving Oreenfield he moved forewerd to Sarcoxie, = small town in the west-
ern portion of Jasper County, where he again remsined some two days, from where
he moved on to Neosho and camped some time. During this time Gen. Preemont was
also marching southward with the federzl army in puresuit of Price, and by this ¢
time had probodbly reeched Springfield, and eending a flasg of truce to Gen. Price,
succeeded in exchenging for Ool. Mulligen, who until now had been retained.

¥hile encamped at Neotho, the legislature of the state was convened and
passed an Ordinence of Fecession from the formerly United States. Upon the recept
fon of thig news in camp, several brillisat rounds of shots were fired fromithe
several batteries in the army.

Retuming the march efter some time, he moved to Cmssville in Barry County ,.
where he recieved 500 muskets and a2 couple of Batteries of new csnnon (of 3 or U4

- pleces each) together with 2 considersble lot of other mmnitions of war. These
were brought up by Brig. Gen. John B, Clark of Mo., from the Confederate Etates,
and were now placed in the army under command of Price. After 2 short stay et
Caesville he agein moved to Pineville in McDonald County, from where he again
sterted northward eafter & short stay.

Gen. Freemont by thie time was retreeting back toward Bt. louis, and Price
moving on after sometime reached Oceole in St. Cleir County, where he took up
camp and remained several weeks, 1t now belng pretty cold, winter having slready
set in. Bere efter so long & tine, tzken up in reorgenizing and meking out
Certificates of Discharge for those who had served thrie six months, 2nd other
things necessery to be done, he held electioneg for Generzls &c.

Eaving remsined here semetime, he at length broke up cemp and returned to
Springfield, and took up winter querters in & sround the city. Here he continued
recruiting and reenlieting for both the Confederate Service and fiér the State
Service. Col. Burbridge obteined 2 Regiment of Confederate soldiers, se well es
Col. Roper & one or $wo others I believe. Thus they recruited for the oonfed-
eracy while Gen. Reins end others recruited for the State of Missouri. Eezving
recovered from my sicknesg, I together with eeverzl others .f my neighbore, left
horme in the dead of winter, about Christmes, and efter e few days herd travel
through ice and snow, &g well as "Home CGuarde" of the enemy, we et laet errived

safely &t Springfield, end efter some time again entered into the State Service.

OHMIR ViL i EETHEAT 70 AREANSAS, BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE,&C.

After having remzined at Springfield until some time near the firet of

. February, preparing for the coming spring, summer & autumn campaign, we were
forced to retreat to Ark=nsas, by the forces of the' enemy under Gens. Curtis &
Siegel, who were marching upon us from Rolla, in the south-east of the state,
ettacked our picket guards on the road toward Rolla, & being 2 superior army it
~was deemed prudent by Gen. Price to retreat. Loading up our waggons, and getting
everything in order for such an event, was the cause of & coneiderable tumult &
confusion in town. 8Bome were hurrying here and there for one thing and others
'for snother, & 20 1t was 2ll day. The streets were crowded with men, weggons, h
horsee and every other thing capable of being moved malong them as it appeared.
Toward evening the forces began pushing off from town on the ¥ileon Creek road,
but not until sfter ten o'clock in the night were all able to move. As the moon
shown down upon them &e they mat on their horses, or marched elong afoot through
the gtreete, it appeared as if those streets were. ‘rivers temming with animeted
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life &nd flowing along with ite channel ﬁlled with living end moving things. ﬂ
After & short skirmish with the ememy in which they used artillery, our picket
guard and those sent to reinforce them, fell back to town, and &s soon as &ll
had moved out, they slso came on through and followed in the rear of the army.

After a slow but continuel nights march we arrived at Wilson Creek Juet
as dsy had feirly dawned, although others had been there houre before. Here we
stopped and prepared brecifzst & rested for awhile, when we agzin moved off in
the slow, intermittent pace which usually cheracterizes the march of e large
erny. Sometimes we would not move more then a rod at & time and there stand for
10 or 15 minutes, and probobly move only &nother & stop again. At other times
we would move on more regulerly. Thus we moved on, passing broken down waggons
every little while both in the road snd along its margin, eand again encamped at
Crane Creek, some 25 miles south-westerly from Springfield. Here we hed scarcely
enceamped until the enemy coming #n, attacked eur"Rear Guard" and threw sone cannon
bslls even into our camp. We now marched out, formed and prepared for battle,but
it being late, the enemy did mot come on., While we were thus formed weiting for
the enemy, our wsggons were moving on southward & toward midnight, after having
burned & lerge field fence slmost entirely up in order to keep from freezing, we
2lso follow in their reasr and some time afterward encamped on the north side of
& timber in & moet bleak, barren, and cocld situation, yet Gen. Rains took his
men to & more convenlent and warmer situation & as I belonged to his division I
was ensbled to fare tolerably well during thet cold, bleak night, dbut those who
were more exposed to the northern blast were certainly very uncomfortably camped
and most had suffered condiderably. Moving on from here we were some time after-
ward ordered to prepare for battle, as the enemy were gtill crowding us & some-
times firing on our reer. This was just morth of Cassville in Barry County, and
efter preparations had been made to recieve the enemy, they again failed in coming
on, and we still kepton retreating. These demonstratione of battle were made I
suppose to check the senemy and thus enabls our waggone, and the sdvance of the
arny to move on. While they were preparing to attack us, these could move on &
then we could again follow and leave the enemy, who could not follew on in battle
order, & thus must tzke time to form when we turned. Passing on through Cassville,
we camped Just north of Keitsville, 2lso 2 small villege in Barry some seven or
eight miles from the Arkensas & Mo. line. Moving on next morning we presently
pessed out of Missouri end for the first time, into Arkaneas, and soon entered o
long, narrow velley or defile which was celled "McCullock's Blockade" mince that
Generzl had fellen trees aleong down the hollow, acrose the road and in many
places where the ravine was narrow between its two sides or hills he had complete-
1y blockaded the passage. These were slready in some measure removed but we also
had to remove many and turn around other larfe loge in the road & . During our
narch through this defile we were turned back every few miles to check the enemy,
and enable our infantrym artillery and waggons to move on out of danger, but in
none of these demonstrations were we engaged, though some little sghooting was
sometimes exchented by our extreme rear guasrd & the enemies advance. Still retreat-
ing on closely pursued by our enemies, we passed out of this long hollow, and juet

at we left it 2 considerable 1ittle desh wes made by a few of the enemies horse

upon scme scattered rear guards of ours, who were lying behind logs &c waiting
for the enemy to #pproach. This they did, but from the hills to the ezst of the
hollow, . and coming in an unexpected direction, they charged down upon some few of
our men, but 4id but little damsge to us and probodly recieved but little them
selvee. (One of them charging at one of our men, after firing =11 of his- loads.
‘drew his sabre & hacked him, but was shot by ours.)

Gen. Price now concluded to give them a warning about crowdi his rear.
and placing some hundred’ 1nfantry ar more in the brush which was very thick ,
he gave ordcrl to induce the enexy to charge up to these, and they were then to
open upon them & then learn them-2 lessen. This being done Capt.Si @ordon from
north Missouri with his company of Confederate Infantrylef over 100 men, took
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hie station in the brush and eur rear guerd moving on, 1oaving but few behind,
which the enemy seeing were few in number, charged with a company of about 80 cave
alry (their mdvence). As they esme opposite Capt. Gordon gave orders to fire,and
they were unhorsed by dorens, and fell to the ground dead and mounded in pilee
almost. YLeaving themnGordon moved on, and they no more crewded us so closely as
they had formerly done,

¥We shortly arrived at Suger Creek wne 12 miles within Arkansas, & here met
with considerable reinforcements, but moving on the next day, we at length came
to "Oross Hollow" where it was generally expected we would wait end prepare for
the eneny & give him dbattle. Thie we 2pparently commenced to do, dut from some
czuse zgain retreated on through Blomington a little village on the Telegreph
Road some mile =nd a helf south of Oross Hollows, and some time efter arrived at
end entered Fayettville, the County seat of Washington County, Ark. and & pretty
large town, nicely situated on 2 rocky hill and tolerably well built. Here we had
considerable trouble with some of our eoldiers who had arrived sooner and by this
time were pretty drunk. They were cutting a high figure mround through town,
bresking open stores &c. and it ie to be regretted that some soberer ones were
elso engzged in thie kind of robbery. After avhile we stopped thie, =nd the
genersl heving given permission to the soldiers to carry off eny Confederate goods
which might be etored away here, they were shown to the Court House and geveral
other large bulldinge in which Confederate stores of commissary articles and
clothing were stored, and loading ocurselves with these we after some time moved
on southward. Gen. McCulleck had burned eseversl large, fine buildings here in
order to destroy the stores which were packed sway in them, that the enemy might
not get them. He had also burpned seversl large mills &c. This wee not only
norslly wrong and ruinous to the country, dbut it was practicslly the worst policy
I think for the enemy were bound to have stores & if they 4id not get these, they
got others from the people & thus it was drsining the country of its produce
which night otherwiee have been saved, dut such i often the practice of hostile
parties.

Bome eight miles pouthward of thie town we egain encamped and after remain-
ing for the night, agein moved on, and socn came to Cane Hill at the foot eof
Boston Mountains. This is & emall villege which is situsted in a long hollow,

or valley, between the meuntain ridgee. It is surrounded on the north by a fine,

- fertile, snd well cultivated country which extends entirely to Fayettville, some
15 miles., Passing this village we soon cemped again immediately at the foot of
those mountaine, stretching along the Arkanses River on the north side, from the
Indian Nation to the Valley of ¥White River in the eastern part of the state.

The next day we sgzin moved on up the mounteins, amid & drenching rein,
and "oceane of mud" end towsrd evening arrived at camp on the top of these
mountaing or rather on the southern declivity, though & large portion of the
arny was camped in the valley below, or on what wae termed the “COove Creek Rosd",
which runs down the cove. Here we remsined for some time, where seversl died of
inflemation of the brain and other diseases caunsed by exposure & haddships.

Oen. OcCullocks forces wsre camped in & few miles of us, and after some
time Maj. Gen. Van Dorn mrrived and taking commsnd over both Price and McCullock,
started back morthward to engage the enemy. After some days march, we came upon

“them at Bentonville, the county seat of Benton County, Ark., where they were
gctuelly engsged in burning the town and had by this time durned over bulldings,
some of which were st1Xl smoking ahd burning. Here our cavalry succeeded in
ecapturing somne 210 prieoners, after a coneiderzble engagement in which the enemy
lost several killed and wounded & ene piece of artillery dismounted, . Following
them on closely and engsging them at every opportunity we ai length arrived (that
is our mdvance) at Pea Ridge, near the place where. ancther bloody battle afterward
ensued. Having been detziled to guard prisoners at Hentonville, I had no opport-
unity of being an eye witness to thie bloody md,dtasnﬁfou encounter. Suffice
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1t to may however that it was & most bloody ﬁy(g(/g(ﬂ#ﬂ;‘dﬂﬂy{p!dﬁ;{f‘f engegenent,
from which after two days of hard fighting, in which every inch of ground was

obstinately contested end upon which streams of human blood were poured, our
forces were ordered by Gen.Van Dorn to retreat although against their wishee and
the expressed opinien & desires of Gen. Price.

Here Generel Ben McCullock of Texas, Brig. Gen Slack of north Missourd,

Ool. KEPYII4#¥ McIntosh of Texas, and Eany other brave officers and e number of
volunteers were killed, though some reported only 180 or sbout this number. (Rote
Inhuman outrege on & little girl 13 yr. old &c.) (Interdelineated note; "Here it
would have been interesting to speak of the cave & mounteins, caves &c on the road
to Vazn Buren.)

After a somewhat disastrous retreat back a.cron‘the mountaing, we ( &
portion of the Missouri forces) took up camp at Van Buren on the Ark., River.

Here we remained for some time, and succeeded in making an exchange of prisoners,
and after some further stay here we again took up the line of march toward the
east part of the state. During this time the Federals had also been retrecting
back into Missourl, & it seeme they as well as we had besn badly used up in the
"Pec Hidge" engagement for such it wee called, and it was & hilly trect of country
. sone 10 or 15 miles north of Bentonville if I mietcke not.

Moving on eastward down the valley of the Arkensas River we peseed success~
ively through Olarksville, Stony Point, Hickory Plaine, Austin snd probobly ether
~ little towns and villages (Dovcr.Springﬁeld. &c) snd over e veriety of country
ond its genersl ecenery. Some was dry red bottom lozm, and other was sendy or
Plack hilly soll &c &c.

Gen. Rains having besn placed under arrest for telling Gen. Van Dorn thet
"nobody was whipped but him", when he gave the order to retrest et Pes Ridge, we .
had since been under commznd of Brigadier Gensral Vartin Greent from north Miesouri,
and having at last arrived at Des Arc, a benutiful town on White River (in
Prairie County), we again camped. Boste hed been sent up to recieve 21l whe
would jJoin the Confederate Service sand embark for Memphis, but being eick at the
time, I did not join, but came with some friends eut into the cypress swamps and
surrounding country to recruit my heslth & my company's time of service being eut
before I recovered, I started with a few friends back to the north-west part of
Arksnsas, and sfter some weeks or more arrived at Feyettville, agein having passed
up Oypress Oreek & the White River Oountry to Bearcy, snd on through Clinton, Wileys
Cove,8cape Gallows, Carrollton, Hunteville &c. We now went out sbout Cincinnati,
a smell town nearly on the line between Ark. and the Nation. After boakding
eround here for some time we went up to Ma.ysville in the corner of the state &
partly in the Nation. From here, I with severzl others struck eut for home and
after running the gantlet for about 150 miles in which cvrry 1ittle town wa.s a
company of Militia, we at last succeeded in resching home &c,

: (Motes Bince I have only given a czsual or running account of the retrut
from Pea Ridge and of the subzequent events which transpired until eur srrival

at Des Arc, I shell try in the following chapter to give more minutc detaua of
them amd may give more such of my trip home. I do thie g0 if ‘I ever, wishito for_!_
these detaile into 2 book for Pnbllo viuv 1 may have more minute data to ?rrito
from &c.) . , , : ‘ ;

OHAP‘I'ERVIII. . RETBBM‘I’ROHPEA&IDGE&HLRGHTODKSARO&O
‘ 1 \ H 3

Baing wnder command of Qen. Yen Porn, we were obliged to retrde.t ‘.'#om Pee
Ridge elthough in opposition to our feelinge and the desires of ouriGer) Price.
Thus we commenced the retreat back zgein to Boston Vounteins & te Van By
Bome portione of the army passed bdack through Yayettville and en dmm Oon
Creek rosd;".while others passed down more to the east, and probobly uoné through
Hunteville, the county seet of Mzdison County. Such wae eur position’ (the positien
of those who did the ﬁghtlng) thet some of the forces mever recieved ertn te
rvetreat. (for Ven Dorn hsd surrounded the enemy), with Price on the oht and
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¥.eact, l(ccnllock on the south & §. west & Raine a.nd probobly ethers en the west,
for some of the Arkensas forces were left there) The consequence of thie was ¢
thet Bol. Rector of Arkensse with his regiment was left on the western side of
the battle field, and knew not that Van Dorn wys. retreating until = dey or so
afterward, when they by some means beczme eware of their situstion & then they
began to think of getting awasy, for they now supposed themselves almoet sur—
rounded by the eneny, therefore Col. Rector gave his men orders to hide their
gune and other munitions of war in 2 cave that wae close bye, 2nd then to scatter
and get away in the best menner they could. xlthough thie wzeg & rether unofficial
like conduct, yet Rector should be excused ms much ae possible under the circume
stances. The most (if not &1l1) of hies man got ewsysafely since they were not
surrounded at a1l (and this ie where Rector wae to bleme) but the enemy found
their guns &c in the cave and of course they never got then again.

Our Bettallion under command of Lieut. Col. King of Kingsville, Johneon
County, Mo., having been detailed as prisoner guards, end left at Bentonville, s
soon recieved orders to retreat, even before the rest of the ermy had errived
there. Taking our rrisoners (some 210) out of the Court House, we et out. (Be-
fore this I should heve sald something of the condition of Bentonville for over
40 houses had been burned, others robbed & pillaged & the Court House completely
torn “upside down" with documents snd papers of every description flying through
the streest with every gust of wind &c &c). Besring to the west we left Poyette
ville to our left and after & half nights travel (we started late in the evening)
we took up for the night, and next dey (I believe) we went on and cauped 15
miles south of Fayettville near the ¥alnut Grove Church, and sgain next merning
we moved on down the Cove Oreek road, and during the day erosged the mountains
and entered the Valley of the Creek from which the road derives its name. Our
prisoners, some being wounded, could not travel very repidly & we often dismount-ed
and gave them our horses to ride while we welked £long nesr them to guard them,
Some of them were put in our wsggone & our drivers constituted their only guard,
without guns é&c. -

We now travelled down this velley crossing the siream every now & then, in
* all 27 times in as many miles, 80 I was told by those who said they had counted
it. This ie & narrow valley with but little room for farmers to ebtein ground,
and fenced in on each side by rugged mounteine, although roads or rather passways
run up then at timee, and lead to the little farms on their sumite, and othex
eleveted plate. EHere we could scercely get anything for our horses to eat, but
&8s it only lasted a dey or po we had to stend it. As we gtill passed oz through
the narrow gorge or defile, we passed steep mugged cliffe, perpendicular precip-
ices, &nd high rocky mountains rising on every eide, and perforated with holes,
openinge, snd caves of considerable rize, and lined up thelr sides with the ever=
green cedar bushes and shrubs. At length we passed the 1ittle village of Logtown,
Just north of Van Buren & in a few minutes came to Van Burem, the county sszt of
Crawford County. This i# & tolerably large town situzted in the western corner
of & bottom valley on the Arkansas river 5 miles below Fort Smith. Here we
camped just at the southern suburbs of the town, and imedia.tely on the river
bank, putting our prisoners in a lerge empty building in town & plecing o guerd
sround them. Here we remzined for some time, with the flowing river on one side
& the town on the other, and every now snd then sntertained witk the sight of
the steamboets coming, puffing and blowing up the river, & uttering their
ghrill whistle before landing. Sometimes we amuced ourselvees in gliding out 4in
the river in canoes, fishing er sporting &c &c. During one of these excursions
one of our comrsdez caught & fieh about 1€ inches long. which wae § sided, or
5 squarc" like & houee with fts roof, and it aleo” was furnished with e kind of
duck dbilled thcvel. or snout which lay horirontally, and seemed to be a kind of
sword o!’ ‘defense or apnenda..ge for protection of Atself, or war upen ‘gther veter
enimsls, 'Here we sometimes committed depredatiom upcn the hogs around csmp,
by knockong or shooting then down the river bank,:or rugning then off & then we
would prctnnd if questioned about 1%, that thcy: "feu dnwn & killed themselves®,
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This was very wrong though we sometimes did it to obdtain pork &c.

We belonged to the Provost Quards, and consequently we were required to
clear the streets in town , of 21l soldiers after 9 ofclock at night, for there
was too much lewdness, and other outrages carried on if we did not, but I can
hardly say we made it much better, for those of our boye who felt ®devilish" would
always go to clear town of other mischievous soldiers but, when they had done so,
they remained themselves, and I know not if the town was any better for the change,
fot it was only Vswapping" the witch for the devil" after all I expect. One of
eur guard T.H. Powers, of my own company (Captain Z.Y.Bronaugh) while guarding ¢
- the prisoners, allowed some of them to go & and I believe went with them & stole
a keg of whisky one night, and they (the prisoners) and our Guerd (part of them
at least) got "en a bender", as they termed it, and after scattering over towmn &
cutting a "general swell" and having a few fisticuffs, they at length got " all
right® again, and none of the prisoners were gone in the morning although they
were unguarded during the night. Thus the time was passed sometimes in "gpreeing®,
sometimes in fishing, sometimes in purloining sugaer, molasses, beans & other
articles at the boat~landing, and sometimes at ene thing and sometimes at another,
but seldom at anything good I presume, unless when we attended preaching, which
was too seldom. After a week or two we succeeded inmsaking an exchange of
Prisoners & the 205 we had were sent away except one or twe, one of whom, B.C.
Wood ef Henry Oounty, Mo., has since joined our army I am told. After this we ‘
soon left Van Buren, and again took up the line of march eastward, on the 28th day
of March,1862. After a hard days march through the river bottoms we camped, and
prepared supper for the night &c. Again next morning we started on, and after
another days and the next march we came to Clarksville, the county seat of John-
son County, and here had some diffaculty with some of our soldiers, who had gotten
drunk and were capering around over the town, when we arrived, and upon being
ordered to leave and go on with their command, they refused, and after some
altercation with some of our officers, in which pistols were attempted to de
used by them, they were arrested & sent to Gen. Greene in the evening. The Gen.
kept them closely under guard from there to Des Arc, and we had no more troudble
in this way. Some days afterward we arrived at Dover, the county seat eof Conway,
end also Springfield and other little townes and villages in various counties
along down the river bottom. Eastward of Dover we passed some rocky hills and
%pine dluffs" which projected southward from the main chain of the Boston Mts.
These were sometimes covered with large growths of Pine trees, and called "Pine
Barrens” and in the vallbys were little farms & dwelling houses & cahine, fenced
in and built of Pine timber, These trees always green, and sometimes 100 or 150
feet high or more, with 2 small roundish eblong top, waving in the wind produced
a kind of pleasing rustle; and being so hi?x to where the top commenced epreading
out they appearsd easily waved, & as if £)iif/¥éf$ there was always & stirring
breese or wind smong their branches. We after some passed through lenra}
other 1ittle villages, such as Stony Point, Hickery Flalne, Austin &c, and 1{££[§

§ crossing the "Bull Mountains", another projecting chain ef the Boston,
we began nearing the "Land of Mud" as it was somewhat appropreitely called.
Our wagzons now began to break down in the mud holes & "chucks", or to stick se
fast in them that our poor, wesk teams could not extricate them. Our animals
(both woerk and riding ones) began to give out & sink down beneath the sffects
of excessive fatigue & starvation & bruised shoulders &c. Many of them were
left on the road, the broken waggons to rot unless picked up by the citigzens,
and the poor animals to starve & die. Various articles of camp equippage were
scattered along the road on every side & a scene of waste ani destructien
presented itself to view., (Interdelineated note; Poor beef & Beef cattle &
Remarks of Boys sbout holding them up to shoot them &c.) Sometimes and indeed
alway some'qf our teamsters, and those detailed te stay with them (for it was new
necessary $o have a considerable number of men along with the waggons to help -
pry & pull them eut of the numerous mud holes into wMgh they were continuelly
sinking) never reached cemp until midnight, and often nét before deylight.
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Thus 1t was one continual scene of stzalled teams, muddy men & animals, broken
waggons, dead sules and horses, and broken fregments of camp equippage. Rain
poured down upon us almost every dsy, and mud veriegated our clothes and "spat-
tered" our faces. At length we began to enter the Cypress Swamps, and we soon
found thet eur condition wes still growing worse and worse, for now instead of &
#Land of Mud" we had both a Land of Mud and Water" to pass through. It wae so
uncommonly swampy amd miry that we all stayed"back with the waggons" and helped
them through the swampy bottome. Only & few waggons could pass along in the
road until it dbecame so miry, they had to turn out and pick their way through the
swampy woodland bottoms, each in 2 road or pzessway of ite own. Mules and horses
would often sink in the mud until they could net extricate themselves, & we would
have to hunt an elevated "knoll® where wecould dismount & lezve our horses to
Pull them out, otherwise our horses would sometimes sink themselves., Thus after
& few deys toilsome march, we came to the Cypreee Creek and camped in the low, -
nuddy and miry bottom, where we could not find 2 dry spot for our tents, much less
for our horses, and after a very uncomfortsble nights rest in mud & water, we rose
to find many of our horses mired down around the trees to which they had deen
festened, At last we got them all out, & hitching up again started, amid showers
of rain and ewamps of mud and water. I saw several of our mules while deing
driven over the very spots where our tents had stood during the night "mire wup"
and have to be pulled out. The creek was a low~banked, swampy stream, with two
or three kind e¢f poor aparatuses celled Bridges across its seversl swampy channels,
and these were almost Enundatod, for there had been ¥"rivers of rain" in the last
few days, & it being & slow running stre=m was still up very high and still rising,
as 1t continued %o rain. Wet almost as "drowned rats" we moved on, our waggons
cresaing at the dridges or what was 8o called & we ourselver riding the deep
swanmp or sometimes swimming the slow moving channel. - _

X Crossing the first channel or swamp of water, we gained an island between
4t 2nd the main channel, and were there compelled to stay and "take the rain®
while others who had the first right eccording to the *rules of merching" were
croseing on the central bridge, for (Interdelineated note: "Lots of guns in the
creek &c.") the mein stresm was impassidle without swimming er crossing on this
bridge. This bridge had its "Aprons" washed away eand was two or three feet in ¥
perpendicular hight - to ascend & alsc to descend, while the water was still.
above this, so our animals could not know of it, & often, or almost always fell .
or plunged suddenly fhead foremost into the water. I saw some attempt to ride off
the bridge, who almost invariably got a complete ducking; their horse pitching
down so suddenly & sometimes falling, would throw them head feremost inte the -
watery flood like divers pitching off inte the water, and they would rise amid #
the shouts, jests & laughter of their companions in erms, and "go on their way"

" but not "rejoicing", for it was more commonly with "cursing". Thus we stayed
until “éur turn’ came when we enacted much the same scenes; some of us dismeunting
in the mud and water to our waists helped roll the waggons upon, and across the
bridge; some paesing en and attempting to keep day in some measure by riding often
got completely baptiszed; and some getting dewn off their horses waded the cold
swamp for a helf mile or se leading their horses, and often in water two or -
three feet deep. It was so deep in water along the road, & the mud was so bdd,
that most of our $eams could not drag their burdens after them, se our "boys" dis-
mounted giving some their horses to lead while they helped roll the wgyggons .
through the cold swamps of water and mud. Thue we passed the day in *marching
3/4 of a mile® and in the evening came to camp shivering with cold & eraving
food. ' L ' S

- Bome_of us having gone shead, had procured meal, and built up large leg
fires, so We now began to get supper, and evaporate“the water frem our “wring-
ing wet clothes” around the fires. It hed now cezsed raining and we were on a
dry woodlend ridge (for we hsd not seen prairie since we left Yan Buren) and
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soon became once more somewhat eomfortable. Hoving on from fhere , after some
days march, during which we still encountered considerable mud, but had fair
weather, we neared Des Arc, the place of eur destination, and after again passing
througha beautiful small prairie or two we arrived there & took up camp. This-is
a pretty considerable place, some h§ bslow Searcy en White River in Prairie county.
This river thoegh narrow here, is pretty deep and admits of pretty large steam-
boat navigation. Here we scattered, some Joining the Confederate Service and
snbarking for llomphh. Tenn; while others scattered around or ltartod for home é&c.

CHAPTER IX. o rmp HOME 7O HENRY comrz.mssoum. &,

Baving as before stated remained » day or two at Des Arc, and belng sick 1
left with my drother, who had a waggon & team, and others & came put into the
country to recruit my health. Passing "Boat Mountain", (This is a pretty high
isolated mountzin in the shape of a Steam Boat &c) to eur south and near Des Arc,
we came on again into the cypress swamp country in order to procure green grass
for eur animals for it was only the Bth or 10th of April & grase there was very
snall & young yet. Getting into en unoccupied house we stayed for several days,
both resting and waiting for Oypress QOreek to fall 0 we could cross it even en
the bridges.

Here we had to pay 25 cts per lb, ‘in silver &c or Confederate money which
was very good, for bacon, and other things in preportion; (and hert I had the #f
Gravel very badly & cured it with sassafras leaf tea).

At length the creel lowered and we crossed over, and presently came ngain
to Stony Point (a small village probobly in Pulaski Co.) where some of crowd, for
there was ten of twelve, precured a "wee drop" of spirits, which soon animated
then in "fine style", and in fact only ene or two of us kept duly sober, while
the rest pretty much all * got on 2 bender" as they called it, and their tongues
wegged as blibly as if they had been Ytied in the nidd].e with beth ends loose",
though generally with foolery & profanity.

Coming on toward Bearcy, the county seat of ¥White County, and a pretty smart
town on White River, toward evening they concluded it would not be very wrong te
kill a chicken for supper, as we passed the next plantation, se resching the
place, they aaw a"nice Rooster" in the brush out from the house, & drew their
revolvers and "assaulted hin", but after emptying their pistols, they ceme on with-
out the "rooster" for I suspect they could scarcely hold steady emnough to hit him,
snd we at length took up FHé/¥Yéff for the night.

My time of service being sbout out, I now determined to come on with' thcn.
since I had gotten mble to ride eazsily, and again next morning we started and
~ towerd noon reached Searcy, where meeting some old friends whoe were going to .
Menphis from there, several of our compsny concluded to go also, end bidding us
"good bye" we parted, they going back & we coming eon.

Striking westward from Searcy we presently entered "Cypress Yalley", & nice
velley some § nfles or s0 in diamotar & nearly round epparently; and being watered
by the heed waters of Cypress Creek. This was th¥ most beautiful country I had e
seen in Arkansas, and in it we camped. Some time after we had camped an old *
"Tennessean" who new 1ived there and was en Arkansian, came slong "going a fishing®
with a "gig" & and a bundle of fagois ef pine sticks to make light. Thus prepared
{4t veing night & dark) he went into the clear shallew stream, and wading sleng
soon saw a fine fish lying in the water, and making a lick at it, hrought 1t
forth from the bosom of ‘the water, to satiste his appetite.

 Up through this country we often passed farms, more worthy of the heme, and
whose owners were more enlightened and educated than many we had seen, particularly
thbee in Cyprou Sweamp who were generally very 1gnorant, small and sickly leoking
persons, though (Interdelineated note; “Samples of their accosting us might be
given &c) at and around Des Arc there was 2 pretty onlightencd papulation.r Pass-
ing en toward Clinton, the county seat of Yen Buren County, we soon begen to
encounter the mounteine, &nd then hed one continuel drive up one gide of them
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and down the other, over e perfectly mcademized roed done by the hand of nature,
and being finished off by that of srt, in the wey of wagzons, horses &c¢, crush-
ing & breaking up the stone & gravel.

In one of the valleys between these mountaine was a long nerréw mountain
gorge, $#11#{ or defile, called ¥Wiley's Cove, from having once been the lurking
place and head-quarters of & horse thief, and his band of robbers, whose name
wae Wiley, and it was even ezid that there was then = gsng of pretended federsl
Home Guards, who made it their business & source of profit to steal horses, ron
&c, in the cave or/i.e. Wiley's Cave near bye of the same stamp, but though we
stayed there two nighte, they never interrupted us, most probobly because they
were afrsid since there were probobly more of us then them, Not knowing the
country or people, we of course let them alone, for we knew it would be usless
for us to try to capture them in these mountein fastnesses.

On ene side of the small streszm which ran down the Oove, wae & little ville
of six or eight log hute &c, called very enpropristely 1 throught ¥Scape Gallows".
Leaving this unenticing cove we sgein ¥took to the mountains®, and shortly came
to what was called Clinton Mountein from being nesr the town of the same mame,
or rather from being in sight of the town or villsge. During the last few days
travel we had pa.nod & few miserscble looking log cabins or huts $stuck adbout en
road side® and having e few ffdf] acres of the poor, barren soil or bed of grevel
"fenced in", and here & femily were living or rather "steying" as the boye called
it, & making a scanty subsistence. We cemped on Clinton Mountain very neer its
summi t, and could see for many miles around. %To the north, south & partly to
the east and west we could see the country below, for apparently thirty or forty
miles: (I believe it wos this Alt.) or at least 2¢ far ae the eye could reach.
Beyond this, all seemed a thick mage. This was & beautiful prospect, and though
far inferior to many others, was quite entertzining & pleasing to us, who had
never seen greater Mt. scenery &c. As soon ae derk came and even before, the
¥ild Turkeye gobbled & strutted sround wus, on almoet every side, and we could
plainly hear them flying up to their roosts, from the elevated benches into the
4tree tope delow. Wildcate, 2 few Bear & vlenty of Deer infested thoss Mounteins,
‘and no doudbt meny other wild animale dwelt in those rusgeed cliffe, rocky scapes
& ceves., BGeversl of our boys got shots at the deer and turkeys but only one or
two of the lutter were killed, owing to engerness and unskillfulness in hunting.

Starting soon next morning we begen to descend into the valley below, and’
now passed rugged rocks, as large as lerge dwelling houses, completely above gronnd.
snd thickly strewn splong the slope of the Mountainside, where probobly they hed
- been thus left by the earth being washed from sround them by the rains or wa.tar
&c. Going on down past this "Naturel Fortificstion" ae the boys called {t, we
presently entered the valley below, adown which ran & cleer, awift stresm of
cold water, skirted by heavyforests of various kinds of timber, and every rww &
then & tolerably fair looking little plantation, and hewed log dwelling &c.
Here the people seemed to live with more confort and better prospects and signs
of improvement. (Often, up these mountzins we had to dismount end push our ngz.ona &c).

~ Pressntly we reached Clinton, which is & smell end rather i1l shaped .
villege in a smell valley mt the foot of those mounteins, and on the south ’l‘lde
of Red River (I believe) shich is the southern fork of %hite River. Near by we

. encamped after crossing the uncommonly rapid stream, which alwost washed our
‘horses from under us, Seme of our boys having & taste for the article called
Spirite of Oorn, now determined to go back to town and "tske en hour", end, have
ing crossed the rapid stresm on e foot-log they went up into town and some’ got in
a "tipsy condition®, for one presently coming dback, bagan to descridbe to'ue the
condition of his companions, how drunk they were &c, end lementing over their
condition, “while he himeelf wes hiccuoning & vomiting et every step as he stag-
gered slong; end another presently came mlso, who had-fslled off the log 1nto the
strecm &c &c. Leaving here next morning we again kent N westward, end I mon b
begen to chill, and efter riding on until towsrd evening. end kmowing that te
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would camp a few miles shead, I dismounted, being pretty sick, and after resting
glone (for the others had gotten ahead) for some time I fell better, and efter
entering and viewing a cave neer bye, I went on to camp, end procuring some very
sour buttermilk and shallots or onion tope, I ate a hearty supper of them to-
gether with bacon and corn bread, and I did not chill any more,though I do net
pretend to sey that this affected the cure. We now sometimes hegrd rumors of
the ememy, and met droves of beef cattle going to Des Arc &c, but we still kept
on our way, and passing through Carrollton, the county seat of ,e...........c..p
we presently entered Richland, a fine country areund Huntsville, the seat of
l(adhon County, and after passing through it we after e time egein entered
raycttovilh. from whence we scattered, sone going one way & some another, but
most of us went out westward to a little ﬂllagn on the line called cinci.nnati
where after boarding in the country near bye we left & went up to Maysville in
the N.¥. corner of the state & partly in the Indian Nation. From here four or
five of us made arrangenents to start home, having found men whe lived at or :
near Granby in Mo., who proffered to pilet us through that far, which to.us was
no little considerstion, since the country was full of State Militie, who were
‘posted in compznies at every little town and village to catch us & others &c.
‘ ‘Sterting with ‘these pilots, we by & cesusl eccurrence etopped, while they
went on, and were to wait for us shead, but when we went on we were stopped by
the Picket Guard of Col's. Stan Weity & Coffee's men with Osptain Jackman's,’
who were cemped some five miles out in the Nation. We now had to go and ebtain
e pass, and upon arriving at their cemp we learned that these men (our Pilets)
" hed been arrested, & were notorious horse thieves. Thus by accident we probodly
saved ourselvu ‘from being set sfoot in an onomy'u country. and fer from home.
Going te Col. Stan: Weity who wae in chief command, we applied fer a pass dbut
said he '"Go bring me a peper from Col. Goffee before I give you a pass" intimate
ing that as We were not of his nation (Indians) he would not ‘give us & pass wne
less Col. Coffee recemmended us &s true louthern men, which he did upon the word
of ene of his ofﬁcors known to us, & taking this recommendation to Stam Welity
he then wrote us 2 pass, and after some time chatting with some of Jackman's men
with whon we were acquainted we again set out & having met with a little man whe
wanted to come as far as the south west corner of Cedzr Ce.,Mo., and leaming
thet he was well acquainted with the country, we succeeded in passing bim out
with us, although he had no paes, & now croeeing Cow Skin River & 4eking up
Buffale Creek, we traveled on safely toward home, end, when nearly to Neosho lay
down & turned our horses Ioose on the grass, as it was midnight or after,
Catching them up agein next morning we rode, and after snother days & part of a
nights ride we again 1ay down on the Prairie to rest a few hours, a2nd severel
times got lost from our companione while seeing to our horses, & in fact we were
lost on the prairie, near the head of Wuddy Creek in Jasper Co. I suppose.
Coming on next day, we ageain arrived neer Clintonville & in Cedar or 8t. Cleir
County, having left our guide on Muddy. Here we rested $ill moon up, & meunted,
passed through the village, & arrived at Huffmen's Yerry by & or 9 e'clock en .
the 15th of May I think., We here lay in the brush on Osage, while the Militias
passed & repassed us hauling forege &c, & stesling corn,& smoked "spare rid®
from a heuse nearby whese inhabitents were from home, we made out till cvming

& again came on, & meeting sbout our ewn number of men, we gave way to ene side
of the ro2d & they to the sther,& bDowing passed on, both pa.rtiu seeming to fear
"the ether. After another herd night ride, amid darkness & rain, & getting lost
several times we at length, just at daylight reached Gd. River at Cooks Milll &
seeing Militia there around a fire, we plunged into the river & swam ecross, and
after a considerable swimming & plunging around, succeeded in getting up the bank
& away vitl_z:nt being detected, and shortly afterward arrived at home &c.
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CHAPTER X.  SCOUTS,BATTLR OF LONE JACK,RETREAT TO ARK. &C.

Upan arriving at home znd changing my wet garments for dry ones, and in
less than three hours after my arrival, I was sent for by the ¥ilitia, (wvhe wers
stationed at Clinton, about 10 miles distance) to go and take the oath of allege
iance to the "Gemdle administration® and ss called federal Government, but I
declined accepting the invitation & as a matier of course had to “iake to the
brush* to avoid them, else they would have taken me, and forced ms to take it or
20 to Alton as a prisoner, neither of which 4id I wish to do. Giving out werd
that I had gone back to Arkahsas, I had but 1ittle trouble in avoiding them
since they believed it & did not hunt for me. After having "kept close’ from
May the 1Tth (when I arrived) until July 31s%, I again was sworn into the Confede
erats Service for 3 yr. or during the war. The *Gamble administration® having
issued orders for all able bodied men teo enlist in the Militia, thus caused almost
2ll southern men who were subject to military duty to "take the brush" shd having
authorized officers, scattered over thes country, they soon collected these men
into companies & Regiments & enlisted them in the Confederate Service. Thus we
became banded together into companies & scouted here & there, sometimes te aveid
the Militia & at others to try & meet them & prevent them from doing contrary te
our wishes. Thus we passed some time in companies & squads scattered through the
brush on the various streams of the country, not daring as yet, to stay on the
prairies, more than in crossing them & grazing on their borders &c. After a time
we occasionally banded together in larger numbers & went where we pleased, out
from the Militia posts some 8 & 10 miles, & it might De said that the Militia
held the towns and country near there while we principally held the country out
from them. Thus we kept scouting here & there, recruiting & preparing for military
operations, mostly avoiding the militia & when we did not they aveided us, so we
ot along without any serious # difficulty; until our Colonel (Warner Lewis of
Cass Co.,Mo.) called us together, having now partially organized 3 or U4 parts of
companies under Capt.Teague,Beddenger,Beaty &c, Coming together at the farm of
Abner Webster on Norris Creek, Henry County, all except Capt. Teague & his
compeny, we started to meet Col's. Coffee & Tracy whe were near Oceola with their
forces, while Col's. Hunter,Cockerel, Hughes, Eays & Quantrell, were scattered
along the border from Carthage to Independence &c. Marching hard all night, we
arrived at the southern border of Osage Timber, some little time after daylight
on or near the 10th of August (1862). Here we divided into squads to go te the
farns nearby & get our breakfast, but before we had gone far we ascertained that
the enemy were alse scattered around there & our Col. immediately ordered us to-
gether again, & we mvcd on into the timber where we were presently ordered te
form for battle as our Col. supposed the ensmy was pursuing us, dut after waiting
for a time & finding they were not coming, we =2gain went on & in twe or three
miles came to the Monigaw or Sulphur Springs, and passing these we crossed the -
Osage River at Huffman's Ferry, and entering the large prairie on the south,we
bore off eastward & toward noon or after arrived at Oceola, where we stopped & fed
_ our horses & got Af a little something to eat, for we had had nothing since the
day before. Learning here that Col's. Coffee & Fracy were camped some 10 miles
southward, we presently started for their camp, where we arrived late in thae
evening, after a protracted ride of 1O or 45 miles with an hours rest or se at
Oceela. Staying here until toward noon the next day (the 11th I think) we set
out with the aforesaid forces & marched toward Bolivar in Polk County, with the
intention of rescuing Col. (Dixie's note; Jim or James) T.Coffee's daughter from
the enemy whe had here there in prison & try to give them a Mlesson" for such
conduct, but we had only gotten to Humansville, which is half way betweem
Oceola & Bolivar, when we learned that the enemy were coming to meet us. (Here at
Humansville we came very near capturing some of the enemy &c.) Resting here long
enough to prepare supper, for it was evening when we arrived, we agzin an hour
or so after dark set out on a retreat as it might be called, and steering eur
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course toward Stockton, the county seat of Cedar County, we travelled on till
sidnight or after,(capturnig two or three prisoners by the way) when we stopped
& lay down to rest, but scarce had the daylight of the morning dawned upon us,
before the sharp crack of firearme was heard in our rear, & the louder peal of
the enemy's cannon soon wakened those who were yet .asleep to a consciousness of
their denger, and sll hands springing from their pallets commenced saddling &
bridling their hérees &c, and in a very little time we were again retreating,
having lesrned thet the enemy had only fired en eur Pickel or Rear Guard with
smgll arms, & thrown a cannon ball or twointo our camp. One er two men were
slightly wounded, none killed I believe. The squad of some 45 with whom I was
connected, under acting Capt. Beaty was now ordered to take the advance, which
we 414 & efter some time we passed Ceplinger's Mill & crossing Soc River &
entered the preirie, lezving Stockton southward, & marched en westward passing
-Montevalla, & small town in the north west part of Cedar County, & camped eor
rather stopped a 1ittle while northwestward, when we again moved on slowly ell
night (} believe) =nd next day (the lith) we after a hard circuitous march,. we
errived late in the evening at Rosehill in Johnson County, where we stopped &
prepared some supper.

Having slept here until the next morning (15th) we after getting some bresk-
fast started for Lone Jack, and after a considersble days march during which
several of us, getting behind, went into a corn field near bye & found & fine
Water-melon patch, & besidee having obtained a fine dinner of & wealthy farmer,
& plenty of food for our horses, we now ate & fine mess of this delicious "fruit
of the vine'".

.Going on we overtook our commands Just south of Lone Jack, about 4 mile,

& all our forces, consisting of some 125 under Col. Lewie, and considerably
large numbers under Cockerel, Coffee & Tracy, probobly in =11 15 hundred or
2,500, encamped near bye. :After getting supper, & lying down to rest, we were
roused up with the intelligence that Uole. Cockerel, Coffee & Tracy were prepare
~ing for battle, since the enemy had entered the village only a hzlf & mile or so
from us, though our Col. did not know this, but only knew thet they (our Colenels)
were preparing to attack the enemy. BSo he collected his men & started as he
supposed ofter the others (for it was quite dark), but before he had gone much
over } of a mile his advance guard came upon & accosted & portion of the enemy
thinking them our men., Upon this the enemy opened a fire upon them & wounded a
Nr.J.T. Casey very badly. Upon this we turned & fled & it being dark & our ewn
leader travelling too rapidly, left his men scattered behind, some of whem kept
with him & others & even he, himself ,became lost. After scampering over ditch &
hollow,& through fields & brush, he at last concluded to halt end wait for dey-
- 14ght, & try to find out something of our other forces. When daylight arrived,
we thought we heard guns or cannon, & although we were not over 5 miles at most,
yet we could no; be certain, but mounting pur horses we went back & our Col.
collected various parties of his men as he went, & upon arriving near the town
we learned that our other forces had marched out the night before, & formed
ready to attack the enemy from the east and northeat, upon the bresk of day.
This we learned they had done & after a bloody contest, had succeeded in driving
- the enemy from the plece. If.I am not mistaken Col. Oockerel & Osptain §.D..
Jeckman formed on the east & Cols. Coffee & Tracy en the North Z east & at the
bresk of day the former made 2 bold assault upon the enemy in the Town, but the
latter from some misunderstanding did not sdvance, & consequently Col. Cockerel
hed to retire before superior numbers & them behind the fences,houses &c. Ooffee
& Tracy soon reinforced them & they agein charged the enemy & after an hour or
two, succeeded in dislodging them, by burning the tavern in which & large numbder
of them had” teken shelter, & at last drove them precipitately frem the field
with a less of E2 killed and 180 probebly wounded, while our loss was about L2
killed & probobly 70 or 100 wounded. 9 ‘
In thie engegement, which wes probobly ee sznguine as any yet fought by
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oppoeing parties, the enemy were sbout 1300 strong, and eur forces st first
under Cockerel & Jackman were sbout 600, but being afterward reinforced by Coffee
& Tracy probobly amounted to 1500 or more. Heving led their forcee up through &
field our officere gave the orders to cherge, when 2 terrific scene ensued. Rushe
ing forward amid "showere of lead", they entered the place demling desth in the
form éf *leads of buck shot* to meny & poor fellow of the opposing ranke, &
recieved it in the form of minnie & musket belle themselves. The eneny tsking
“shelter in & large building, some of our men procured fire, and pushing forward
to its walls amid the deczdly fire of the foe, they presently set it on fire & as
the enemy were forced to abandon it by the fiery flames, they often landed the
poor fellows into eternity, yet many of them were suffering the geme fste. Thus
-the battle raged & sad to relate, & women wae accidentzlly shot desd (I believe)
during the engsgement, but I know not by which party. :

Thig battle was fought on the 16th of Auguet if I mistake not, & after it
wee over (Interdelinested note; "Here our forces captured 2 fine Rifle Cannon of
the beet queality & Medicine &c) I hed an oppertunity of viewing the ground
around in the village. Moving up through & long lane on the south sgide of tewn =
we beheld at almost every step, marks of bullete,buck,grape & cannister shet,
Cannon belle &c; end every now and then we would past the mangled & gory ferm of
the dead, er the bloody and suffering body &f the wounded. They were lying in the
fence corners on both sides ef the road & although friende were around mest of
them doing all they could for them, yet they were a pitiful spectacle to feeling
mzn. 8Some were lying under & blanket, which had been hung over them en the reils,
& others in the shade of the fence only, yet it wae very hot & they must have
fuffered terribly. Dead horses were thickly lying around, some propped up against
the fence, as they had fallen, when struck dead by the missils od death, & others
lying in the stireets & fields. On one porch in the villege lay the pale & ghestly
features of some twenty ef the deed, snd only a few steps off some 25 more lay in
rows, £¢ they had been gathered up. Near by in one hpuse were the bodies of
or 50 & in others probobly equsl or greater numbers of the wounded and dyingl.
Their groans though seldom loud were yet touching, and their condition (theugh
generally well cared for) deplorable.

These &nd others even worse are & few of the meny bleody & dresdful scenes
of war, and when rightly contemplated afferd a striking picture of its hideous
deeds & crimes, though it may generslly assume & milder sppearance & more pleasing
aspect. Though at times it may appear pleassent, pompous and even gey, yet at such
times as thie it dreaks forth with the fury of a fiend & then puts en the face
of terror, dispair & untimely death, '

After the bsttle wae over, & late in the evening we started toward Independ-
ence in Jackson County, & after travelling slowly for 6 or & miles, we took up.
sbout midnight or sfter & rested until daylight, when we learned that the enemy
were marching en & surrounding us in considerable force, from Kansas & elsevhere,
It new becsme arent that we must sscape, or probobly be captured, & consequently
we turned in a {ifferent course, & commenced & rapid retreat, back the same road
we had the night befere came, and about 10 e'clock I suppose, we agein arrived at
Lone Jack, and hearing that the enemy were very near there, preparing te attack
us, snd we then formed for battle around the village, but after waiting for some
tine, we leszrned thaet 4t wee 2 false alarm, and again moved on esstward toward
Warrensburgh, and after travelling seme miles on this road we turned southeastward,
and kept on, leaving the Warrensburgh road, we rode on, & toward evening, about 2
bours by sun,we held the enemy's picket or advance scout on & large prairie through
which we were pessing, & leaving a force of some 250 or 300 men to check their
advance, the rest of eur forces moved en. Those of us left to keep the enemy &t
bay marched sut on & high hill overlooking the prairle, and the enemy also advaneed
to enother some 5 or 6 hundred yarde off, & commenced. a slight skirmieh or uneven
fire upon us with thiéir sharps rifles, but dene no injury. . Our boys sometimes
fired back st them {those who hed long range guns) & af-other times rencined gquiet.
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Thus for an hour and & helf or about it, we kept them back, for we were grestly
superior in numbers to those in sdvence & their forcee had net yet come in sight,
About one half hour by sun we left them and followed on, having sustained no
injury eurselvee, & most probobly not distriduting any to the enemy. We now left
the road and taking across the prairie, along the trail our forces hsd made, we
went hurrying on, and derk getting in presently, we hed an awful time, Seme in
gelloping over the gullies in the derk (for it was cloudy and rdtny) were thrown
head long from their horses, & one man was sald to have been killed, but I know
not. Certain it is that one er two whose foot hung in their stirrup, were drageéd
elong at & furious rate by their wild & frightened horses. Thus we went pell mell,
"helter skelter over the hills end hollows, ditches & gulleys, & through skirts

of timber, tearing our faces & looging our hets. The rain kept drizzling down &
the night wae almost "pitch dark"; and often we got lost from our commend & had

to stop & listen fer them & then gallop away in the darkness to overtake them.

I wae thrown from my horse as he fell in & deep gully, end my ssddle girth burgt-
ing, it was thrown also inte the pathway ef those behind me & upon picking it up,
"1 was struck by ene of my comrades horses as he went plunging along, end knecked
‘almost 2 rod. My saddle flew out of my hand & fell in the rosd & those behind me
kept knocking it eleng, & the last I ever saw or heard rather of it, it was going
along the rosd thumping &nd bumping & Jumping among the horses feet. After they
hed Bll pazt, I stepped into the road & hunted for it, but could not discover it,
g0 I mounted my horse, which I had helf firmly by the bridle, and taking my double
barrel shot Gun, which I had alse succeeded in holding, in epe hand & the bridle
in the gther, I spurred foreward after the retresting sound of my comredee, and
after a mile or two overtook them, having lost my saddle,blankete,clothes &c ,
which were festened on my saddle, 1 rode the balance of thet night without saddle
‘or szddle blenket even & next day obtained one from ene of our drivers.

Pessing through Holden next morning about day, we moved on to Big Creek &
there stopped & 1little while & half roaeted seme green corn for breskfest & wrap=
ping dough around sticks, heated it & ate 2 1ittle, but soon hed to go on.

Moving en down the border of the etate through Bates,Vernon,Jasper,Newton
& McDonzld county, we were closely pursued by the enemy & or 8000 streng, &
scarcely ever stopped to eat,rest, or sleep. We had captured 2 very fine refled
cannon & & lot of medécine &c at lLone Jack and the enemy declared they "intended
to have those cannon back or chase us into Arkenses®, which latter they actuslly
44d, dbut they did not get the cennons hack. We were 5 or € deys at least on the
retreat and during thie time, I ate one meal & slept one hour 4f I heve not fore
gotten, & othere fared much the seme. I esy I slept one hour, but toward the last
we actually slept more or less on our horses £e¢ we rode elong. BSome going to sleep
dropped their Guns, vhich generally awekened them, others starting to fell would
cetch at their saddles § borsee & waken. Bome lying dewn by the road side went
to sleep & in the night were overlooked & left behind & fell into the enemy's
hends or returnef home; othere going to sleep on their horses, would be found by
the road side for eur horses unlese urged on would stop, ae they were worn out
& sleepy too. We would punch these with our guns to awaken them & they would
rouse up cursing you & threatening to shoot you, so neer crary were they. Gome
actunlly went crezy toward the last (they afterwerd recovered), and would ride
along giving orders like an officer &c. I myself would go to sleep on my horse
& dreen of néeing‘nicc spring of wateré wpen going to diemount to get & drink I
would wagke up dn the asct of dismounting. - This I dene often. Others acted
‘equally se euriocus & even much more so, for most of the time I spent in waking
others up. Some could herdly be wsked except by the roughest means, punching

The enemy follewed us closely & at times skirmished with eur reer Guard &c.
At last we arrived at Neosho (having stopped at Carthsge but were obliged to
Ileeve immediately), where we rested & got some breskfasl, about the 21st of
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August, 6 deys after the battle & 7 without eating or sleeping slmost.

Having stayed at Neoshe { day,(or part of it), we again that evening started
& travelled all night (except myself and.a few others sent onﬂ in advence. ¥e slept
in Pineville &c. ). reaching Pineville ncxt nornlng (Augz.22) & soon entered
Arkangas.

Yote: We stopped firet st Garriaona on Big Oreek, 2nd & moment on (3 River,

3rd on Muddy I think, Lth at Oarthage.'jth thie side of Yeosho in the night &
slept some, 6th at Neoshe. .

CHAPTER XI. DRILLING AND mmm IN AREARSAS &C.

After leaving Neogho & marching /all night wc arrind at Pineville hbput
daylight and moving on soon after entered. and - campod agein in Arksngas. The
next day after or at least shortly we moved down.to McKissick Springs in Benten
County, where we camped, while our officers went down to see Mej, Gen. Hindman
who was now in command ef the Arkansas & Missouri district. Col. Lewie had sworn
us into the Confederate service ae Partisan Rangers to operate in No. & it was
now understood thet Gen. Hindman had issued orders to prevent this & bring ue
into the regular service. This made us pretty angry because we thought that they
had promised to allow us to act as Partisan Rangers enly to get us to the army
in order to force or conscript us into the service in the regular army. Bome
-{when Lewie came back with erders from Eindmen to move down to his came) refused
" to go & some of Col. Tracy's men actuelly went back inte Mo. with Col. J.T.
Coffee who with his entire regiment refused to enter the Cenfederste service &
went back. Most of Lewis & Tracy's men however moved down & after some very hard
feelings, at last went into the regular service mostly as infantry. Heving
errived at Hindman's camp 8 or 10 miles south of Fayetteville, we were almost
immediately ordered to organize, & on this hot Bunday in the latter part ef Aug.
marched out & organiszed into a regiment of Infantry, electing Capt. §.D.Jackman
ae Col.,Dr. Celdwell Lieut. Col. & Cept. Cunmings eur Maj.

We now had to sell or almost give away our horses, saddles, bridles, &c,
and we were the most censtrained to do this since we could scarcely ebtain food
for them until we could find a buyer. Besides this, we were not allowed te go
out into the country to sell or leave our horses, but were under the sacrificing
necesslty of taking 2lxost any offer that was made to us in camp. Thus were we
treated, & this is only one specimen out of hundrede which soldiers when under
the command of bigoted & cruel tyrants, have to undergos.

Having to dispose of our horses &c, and remained here some few days, we
moved up to Pez Ridge, and here we were required to deliver up our gune &c¢, for
which we were to recieve pay afterwerd.

After we hed taken our guns to the Ordinance department & delivered them
up, we were divided {(Cel.Jackman's regiment) & 5 companies of us under Liwut. Cel.
Caldwell, were fent back to Elm Springs to drill &c. Marching back to those
Springs, which are .......+.. from Bentonville, we were placed under command of
Col. Brooks, of Ark., as Seignlor officer &c, akthough Col. Oaldwell commanded
in a1l minor preformances é&c.

Here we remaiged fer several weeks, living toleradbly well for soldiers,

* but without tents, and drilling 4 times each day (Sundays sometimes excepted),

and listening to"Military lessons” every day, from our little German Adjutant
" (Bdward Warburg). Thus we spent the time st Elm Springe. During our stay here
sur cormissaries getting rather indolent did mot dring our beef for supper until
en hour or twe in the night, end being required to go to rest or at least de
perfectly quiet after G o'clock P,M. we often could not get our supper before this
tize, & wher the Drum would sound for silence &c we Were not reasdy for it. Some
of our boys determined to put 2 stop to this, so when dark came they preparcd. &
at § o'clock when the drum commenced beating for eilende & retirement, they
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seized tin buckets,tin pons,oven 1ids,camp kettles, & everything else of the kind,
end teking them in one hand & & stick in the other they commenced besting & halle
oving & yelling until they entirely drowned the rattle of the drum, & ene leading
the way broke off eround camp with 50 or 100 after him, yelling like blood-hounde,
beating their "artificial drume" & yelling et every jump until yeu could have

heard them for miler around. Thie se surprised Col. Brooke that he sent ever teo
see vhat wee the matter. thinking we had raised 2 mutiny. Our beef czme e=rlier
afterward.

Here at verious times of the day might be saen esquads, companies or ragi-
mente going through the various evolutions of military drill, and the everlasting
sound of the words "Left,right &c® could be distinctly heard from every part of
the "Drill Ground®. Thie waes 2n old field, or rather the inclosure ¢f ene which
had been destPoyed by the Federal army; and these might be peen on it, the various
compenies, some going ene way & others another,some wheeling to the right, others
to the left; some standing etill"marking time", and othere facing about: and some
marching ebliquely & others straight foreward, on slow, quick, or double time &c.
¥hile we were we had several opportunities of hearing the *preaching of the goepel®
from Oapt. Lewis from north of the Missouri River, who delivered us severzl excele
lent sermons, & from several other preschers, sand eamong them one "Indian Preacher",
& I must do him the juetice to say he preached pretty well. We 2lso had Meinging
& prayer” at Cspt. Lewis tent every night for some time, but many never attended
them; and I only tell the truth when I say that et the ssme moment might be hesrd
the voice eof praying and the voice of cursing almost from the same spet; and the
Ohristien hymns & the blackguards songe swelled the eche & rolled awsy on the
night breegze together. Prayer & cursing, hymns & ebscene songs (duets), decency
& vulgarity, with various other medleye &c made up the scene, (Interdelineated
notes George Jeffreye & the string game). '

After staying at ¥lm Springs some time, our company (Capt. J.C. Gilletts)
was ordered to recieve their erms, Oapt. Herrolls company having gone some daye
bvefore, but we had left ElmBprings before we started & had gone delow Fayette-
ville (between 5t & Huntsville, to Walker's Winter Quarters, or below, I believe)
to 2 stream called "W.r Eagle". From here we set cut, leaving the balance of our
- part of the regiment with Col. Czldwell. Passing through Fayetteville we errived
at the camp of our armed forces some distance from Pea Ridge & neesr the YMo. line,
Here we only stayed e day or so when the whole force moved in the direction of
Huntsville, mnd after a day or so spent in marching cemped s2bout 10 miles northe
westward of the town. Here we (Jackmans Regiment) came very near having en .
engagement with en Arkansas regiment of our own men, on account of some foolish
fiery soldiers in both regimente throwing unbecomming ephtets 2t each other, aze
¥Arkansas Conscripts®, "Missouri Pushoute®, "Arkanszs Rogues", "Miseouri Horse-
thievee” &c. This fodlish practive was very common, but it was carried further
this time then usuel, and only by the efforts of the officers of both regiments
was it stopped & prevented from causing bloodshed. Such are some of the conseg-
uences of war & its concomitant effects.

‘From here we soon moved on through Huntsville & down into the mountainoua
' gountry south of it. (Interdelineated note: "Jackman resigned here.") Here we
camped for some days in & mountain gorge or valley down which ran the water of
¥ar Xagle or Mulberry (reek (I believe), and it being pretiy cold we built large
log fires around which we kept pretty eomfortable &c. (Interdelineated notes
- Here they hanged a spy named Clark from lowz &c. I recollect the loock - nervous

eye twitching features, dark eyes and hair; hung to a limb & buried there in the
Boston Mountains. 08 his friends - what agony &c".)

. Here on the night of the 24th or 25th of October it snowed smert lmw &
here Gen. Rindman declared to us in a2 speech that he: intended to meet the enemy
and completely thrash them &c. This speech was delivered one night & our band
played some besutiful music, the night wee glorieus - e were ingpired with the
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utnost enthusissm &c. *But not leng after (probobly finding that the enemy were
too sherp to attack him there), he egein moved camp down on Mulberry Creek seme ..
20 miles enst ef Ven Buren. (Interdelinested motes " 'Camp Mulberry' & cleared it
off &c &c..") Here we stayed some time, and 1t was here that sickness begzsn te
nenifeet itself to e deplorable degree, for altheugh there had dbeen considerable
chills & other light sicknese before, yet there had been nothirg in comparison
te whet we now exnerienced & what we had to undergo some monthe later. A lot of
huts at "Wslker'e Winter Quarterg" were completely filled with sick, as were also
severzl other houses &c. It wae gaid that there was not less than 500 at those
"Hogpitels" as they were called but more appropistely "death-pits® for I expeect
nesrly hslf of those who entered them as invalids, never "left them more®; and ﬂ
guch were their filthinese that it was very unploasant to remain thero to caro
for the sick within then. _
Some weeks after camping on "MHulberry" we agzin moved tovard Yan Buren. &

turned to the Arkansas River some few miles below where the prineipal part ef eur
infantry had crossed or were still crossing. Here was & beautiful scene, if in
deed any werlike scenes are beautiful, for thousands of men were id the river
channel below. VWe were sometimes waiting for those shead of us to cross, and
vhile doing so I stood and contemplated the scene before me. Standing as I was
on the high bank of the river en the north side, I could behold all for s half a
mile or so up & down the sandy beach & banks of the river. The men were being
hzuled across in waggons & there being ae many as could operate at this business,
they kept round and round in a circle. (It is said some of the Eigher officers .
wanted Jackman's, then Chldwell's Regts. to wade the river & they refused; it
was likely ®o0.) Those reaching the sand-bar on our side were rapidly filled

with soldiers eager to cross (the soldiers jumping in & when across jumping eut
again &c.) never having to stop, & by the time they would get to water's edge,
they would be perfectly full. Upon reaching the other side they drove regul-
arly on & the soldiere jumped out ae they went aleng. Thus one continusl eircle
of wazgone moved, one continusl climbing inte, and one continuzl Jumping out of
waggone was going on. Kot enly these but hundrede even thousande were on the
opposite sand-bar as well es on the bank next epposite to us. The beach epposite
particularly wes litterslly slive with humen beings, some going from & some coming
to the river, bHome were marching in cempanies on toward camp; some were garrying
buckets of water to camp 2 mile or two off; some were coming efter water; some
were wetering their horses; some drinking and washing; and some at one thing &.
some at annther. There was also one Brigade of 2 or OO0 men cemped on the bare
sand on the opposite beach, opposite to & cottonwood bottom from vhich they pro=
cured wood. They presented the mppesrance of 2 thickly settled town in & valley
below, with {ts inhebitants all on the alert. Their teamgtere were driving
hither & thither amid the universal stir, nor was the movemente confined to the
beach, for far back in. the cottonwoed bottoms as far as ceuld be seen, the white
forms 8f thousande of tents, while their inhabitents ceuld be discerned at inter-
vals as 8 dark spot moving through the woods in every direction, Thus whenever
the eye wae not hemmed in by the woods & hille, it could diecern hundreds of .
human beinge, horses,waggons,& . earrisges hurrying two & fre in every imaginsble
direction. The hum ¢f a thousand voices came wafted en the evening breeze, mixed
with the rattle of waggons, the sound of earrieges, and the splash and roar of
the parting billews, as the teams went erowding through the waters of the flowing
river. Thus the scene was varied & oxtenelve, and made up & medley of things
moving and sounding in "ery direction &c &c.

- After crossing the river in the seme way om-u‘.l.vn we marched en te eamp
sone mile and a half dhtant. Bere we stopped en a dry ridge,and felled dlack
o2k trees for firewood. In falling these trees it seemed simost a miracle that
some of us were net . killec!. for we were travelling in-ell ‘directiens, as s

usual upen tsking up cemp after s days march. Xone however were hurt and agein
next morning we moved on some 5 or 6 miles to the *Camp“pn Arkanges River® where



we afterwarde remained some weeks. V¥hile we were on the move to this eamp it
conmenced raining and continued to pour down for severzl hours, wetting us te
the very skin, and being pretty cold weather, we became very chilly, and upon
arriving at the ground alloted to us, =nd efter laying it off we commenced %o
build fires, and stretch our tents (for by thie time we had recleved tents) and
the ground being very muddy & wet we chese the dryest spots on the square allote
ted to each mege for our tents expecting to change them as soon as the ground
became dry. But scarcely had we got them reised until Col. Kelly form St. Louis
who weze then Inspector General came riding down through camp, pretty highly
intoxicated, with the late Brig. Gen. Stein with him, and at every company he
pessed he gzlled the captein out and reprimanded him in the most sewere, abusive,
resh & unbecomning manner, for not having his companies' tents placed in exsct
*ilitery Order”, and to a remark from my O2ptein about the inconvenience of
stretching his (my captaing!) tent over a stump & puddle of water he remarked
most overbearingly that "It does not matter sir if the weter was six feet deep
you must put your tent there'. This to me was something new; to have one man
tyrannigze over another thie way made the hot blood boil in my veins, and I remarked
to my captain that I wohld see him dead before I would move my tent to such a dad
place, but my captain more calm then myself reluctantly obeyed the unnecessary
and overbearing erder. I must here acknowledge that thie tyranny, sleng with some
that had formerly been enacted, put the #devil" in me as well as others, & I rashly
proposed to my captain to go after dark and shoot Kelly in his tent, & never let
anyone know who did it, but he ae before war more ¢alm & would neither ge, nor ﬂ
gllow me to go. This occurrence came very near causing mutiny & after dark when
they could do so without detection, the soldiers yelled execrations & threatene
inge on Col. Kelly till they might be heard a half mile er more, Our Commanders
persuaded our captains to go around & see the boys & get them quiet. This wae
done and the excitement ceamed, but our captains declared if ever Xelly done so
again they would net try to appease their men, but let them doff as they pleased
with him. After this our officers were less tyrannical & abusive,

Thig"@amp on Arkansas River" was about G miles east of Ft. Emith, a ¥ilitary
Fost on the Arkansas River on & line between the state & the Indien Territory; (
{The corner of the Choctaw & Cherokee Nation in Ft. Bmith &c) and 5 or § 6 south-
east of Van Buren. (This night we gathered brush to lay in the mud & water to
sleep on &c.). We next day commenced clearing our cemp, and a drill ground oute
side. Thus we clesared it off but §n a day or eo were ordered not to cut any
tree inside of the guard lines, on account of the denger attending their fall.
During the time we were mot drilling or doing other militery duty many of eur
boys were engeged in card playing, dice, and other gemee and tricks, besides
strolling around, killing & purleining hogs & bringing their flesh into camp é&c.
This latter wae strictly forbidden but the boye would unbritch their fune &
place them under their coats, snd then go out past the esmp guerds, kill s hog
& cut 4t up ready & at dark others taking & blanket round their shoulders would
€ & hide & portjion this, & bring it inte camp. Thus many & hog wes procured.
1 have no deubti & not enly in this way but in various others. One little bey
(about 15 years old) would take his gun on his shoulder & go tom guard pretending
that he was also & guard & expected to be put on duty presently. By this mesns
he would fool them & get out with his gun to kill a heg & sonetimes he hid it
(hie gam) eut in a log &c. Thus gemdling, profanity, lerceny and many ether .
crimes were unblushingly oommittcd. .and even sometimee boasted of, (az to their
dexterity.& cunningnegs &c), as if they were accomplichments of & good soldier.
Bone getting & pass would go up to Ft. Smith and there procure whisky or drandy
for from $5 to $10 per pint (Whisky $U0 & Brandy $80 per gallon) en which they
would get "drunkdas fools" and after a genersl "epree" return to camp most prob-
obly he1f sick. They sometimes brought sugar at from 25 te 50 cte. per-1db. '
Sickness prevailed here to an elarming extent, mostly-e Typhold or Camp Fever,
& Diarhoes. . The "Hospitels® es they were ¢alléd at Ft.,Smith, were the most ewful
& loath»nc places imeginsble, Bo grest was the sickned® that the well could
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scarcely have cared for them, had they been engzged $n this slone, but enough
were not detailed for thie purpose & many suffered in various weys, the most
horrible to imagine. Fifteen hundred or two thousand ‘sick & dying humeng contine
uelly filled those places, besides thousande in their temnts st the campe. From
15 to 25 were sick in every compeny, and the rest many of them scarcely sble to
perform duty &c.

CHAPTER XII. TEH BATTLE OF PRAIRIE GROVE &0,

When we had remeined at the czmp on Arkansse Biver for some two or three
weeks, amid eickness undescribable, profenity deplorzsble, & crimee zlmost innumer-
eble, we sgain took up the line of march northward. This was about the fst of
December, 1862 & at night we stopped neasr the river opposite to Van Buren, having
left our sick behind, end aleo moet of our tente, cooking utensils, and much of
our baggage. We were required to carry our Xnapsacks, Havresacks, Guns,Cartrége
Boxes, and & blanket or quilt, and allowing 15 pouhds for each knapsack, 2 per
Havresack, Gun 10 1lbs, Cartrige Box with 4O rounds of ammunition 5 lbs each, and
Blanket 3 lbs, gives a total of 35 1lbe welght for each man to cerry, and march
hard all day, besides being wezkened down by the effects of continusl Diarrhes
& other sickness. Orossing the river the next morning (2nd or 3rd) in the steam
boat "Lady Walton", one ragiment at & time, low weter, &ifficulty &c, we passed
on through Ven Buren & camped a mile 2nd & half rorth, where we remeined that day
& the next I believe. Whne we were here some of went back into town and finding
& store there with govornment clothing in it we determined to"draew eome" of them,
& while one would engage the attention of the young man who was actuslly selll
then at enormous prices, another wouyld steal & shirt,vest or eomething or_fﬁe—ﬁn
In this wey although it was thievish we procured several ready mzde shirte as they
wore the kinds of clothing we needed the worst, though we needed all kinde conside
ersbly, except coats & caps of which we had plenty, such as they were. W¥oving on
from here we passed Dripping Springes at the head of & mountein revine, & still
marching on we entered the velley of Cove Oreek about the 5th of December, and
- cemped or rather stopped, built us fires & lay down to rest without anything to

eat. Next morning (6th) we still marched on & without breaifast, dinner or ’
supper we prosecuted the march up this winding stream, and late in the evening
began to ascend the mountain on the Cave Hill road & soon errived at our ald cemp
from where we had left nearly 1 year defore to go to Pea Ridge.

Here it appesred that eur officers were expecting =n sttack, for the forces
before us had been ordered to construct s Breastwork of the logs and rocks which
were there. This they had done & when we arrived they had e pretty formidable .
line of breestworks piled up for probobly a quarter of a mile in length. FPorming
in the line of bettle, we remzined for some time on this dleak Mountain without
fire, but presently were allowed to build fires back of our lines 20 or 30 yards,
& warm & stand 3;1 Iine hy ‘turns, which wae & much more comfortsble arrangement.

(Eere sur Pickets on the Cave Hill road has & smert skirmish &o.) :

After remaining here until nesr midnight we were dslighted with the sppear-
ance of our comiseery with & Iot of Crackers, fér our craving eppetitss had been
ereving & goewing for hours. ¥hen we hed issued them out (3 or 4 per man)we were
_ordered to pile &ll our wood £ll on our fires (this was done to deceive the eneny)
and then to have thw & march back down the mountain. & toke up the rayetteﬂuo
road. )

. At we were paaeing beck, we ceme upon onr butchers who had ten or 15
beeves kilked, & we were told to send a men for-esch mess to get some beef, which
‘we di4d, & dividing this rew beef sz we went along, esch men put his plece 1n his
Havresack, & when he wanted tc eat he had to take 1t,ran with hle ereckers or de
without. - e S

’ ¥e hft our fires sbout nidnight. & narched ha.rd &he reat of the nidnt.
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arriving et Welnut Grove Church some 15 miles distent about sun up or 2 little
sfter on the morning of the Tth of December.

Scercely had the bright sun dawned upon us, before we were startled by
‘the sharp crack & rattle of fire-zrms shéed of us, & hurrying foreward we soon
lezrned that our mivence eczvelry hed surprised & ceptured Kzj. Eubbard of ¥o.

& & ¥ilitls officer, with 2 conslderzble number of priscners (180) & 12 wagsons
loaded with clothing &c. ¥e eoon met our men bringing the prisonere to the
rear, and were now ordered foreward in double quick time, but I with many ethers
being sick & wesk could not keep up, so we fell out to one side, but presently
caught up £2gain & going on we formed the line of dattle in 2 corn field.

After severzl successive maneuvere & some slight skirmishes, we agzin moved
on & during the most of the dey we were firet moved cne way & then another; some~
times formed to front the enemy from the south, sometimes to the east & sometirmes
to the north; sc uncertain were our officers which way the emeny were, but sbout
2% or 3 o'clock (3 houre by sun) in the evening we were ordered forward to the f
north end told by Gen.M.M.Parsone that “the work was sbout to commence" which we
soon found to be literally true, for moving on through the thick osk bushes we
hed not trsvelled more then 4 or 3/l of = mile until we heard to our right, end
neey the main road, the crack of thoussnde of guns in guccession, as their
mpzzles blazed forth in sheete of fire, proceded by the "dezdly storm" of *leaden
heil" which they eent rattling & whietling through the &ir.

8t111 moving on we quickly ceame in sight of the enemy's lines ourselves,

& both began to give & recieve the seme kind of hellish szlutes es our comrades
& their opposing foes were exchenging on the rifht, with 2 deszdly & dloody effect.
‘ The roar of the gennon, the rettle of the rusketry, & the cracking of all
kinde of arms now became generzl, snd by intervale seemed to commence on the right
end graduslly pass to the left, as one continued streem of leaden hail went end ¢
came through the air in fesrful confusion. Being in the thick groves we (0=ldwell's
Regiment end some others) ley down upon eur knees & to evoid the showerc of balls
that came flying in death-like fury through the trees. ¥hile lying, or stending
here on our knees, our flag dbearer, Ed Depp, held up his flag & shortly the man
on hig right was shot dead (He fell and expired without & grosn), whereupon he
was ordered by myself end others, to lower the flsg & doing so probobly prevented
others from the seme fate, - Cannon bells went ehizezing & cutting through the tree
tops over our heads, while musket =nd minnie balle came cutting, tesring & hiesing
smong the trees around us. Death reigned triumphent & baniched mercy from hie :
domeine. The grove which & few houre before,wae the abode of peace end harmony
was now transformed into & fesrful pandemonium of hell, where the hellish pastions
of depraved men were venting their spleen on fellow mortele, Such were g few of
the thoughts that would flit ecroes my mind ae at intervale the rage of the bettle’
vartly subsided (Interdelineated note; "One of the enemy ren to us here",}, dut
they would pass away quickly when the work of destruction would commence agzin.

. %hus for two hours the battle rzged at long renge, but now we recieved
orders to chargé. Rising from our knees we sterted & a continusl rettle of
mmall arms filled the air, as we kept up e rumning fire as we advanced. The
enemy repldly gave wey before us elthough they hed e fence for = breamstwork.’ ﬁf
Driving them en, we soon gained the fence & a portion of us in edvence leeping
the fence kept on after the retrenting enemy, but scarcely hed we gone ten steps
when the wvoice of our officers called us back end prevented us from gcing on to
try to espture the enemles cannon ee we were expecting to do. The enemy retrezted
‘back some two or three hundred yerde and we stopped the pursuit, and thue the
buttle ended. .We now were ordered back from the field sbout & quarter of = mile,
and as we went elong we passed our wounded lying on the bare cold ground with
scarcely a b‘.lanket under them,  As they Iay there. in the bright moomshine with £
their faces -turned up to the sky. they presented & pitiful spectacle of which
thoze only who have seen such sights can form a-Just conception. Having been .
sun dem alnost before the battle commcncod we had thrgm our 'blankets meny of .
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them by the romdeide or in the brueh, expecting to get then ggain, but we were
doomed to & sad & to ue 2 very unfortunste disappointment, for heving gone eut
4n en open field, we lzy down to rest, belng almost overcome with fatigue, and
expected to get out knapsecks and blankets next morning, && we had not the leazst
-4dea of retreating, but sbout midnight we were rouded up with orders to march,
. but only expected an advance inctezd of & retrest. Starting off, we soon diecove
ered to our surprise thet we were sctuslly retrecting. Being sick and weak &
fatigued with the ections of the battle, I soon gave out, & telling my ceptein

I could go no further, & he could not find 2 waggon or embulence to haul me in,

1 turned out to one gide of the road & falling in with one of my comrades we
scraped up leaves for & bed & heving & quilt apeace (for we had not thrown our
‘quilts down) we covered up & I soon went to sleep & never weked till sbout ten
Ofclocknext day. We then went to & house end produced some breakfast & learned
that the enemy hed returned & were then on the battlefield & 211 around us,

- We were told that our loss wae estimeted st about 300 kidled & 700 wounded,
end the enemy's a2t 450 killed & 1,000 wounded. Being still sick & week & worn out,
I could not travel dbut remeined on the mountein in sight of the enemy for three
deye, getting something to eat at the farms &c, efter which I got so I could
‘travel slowly & now concluded to go down toward Huntsville & get with the army
-agein, dut hearing thet Wilhite, & federsl Guerilla, was in the mountains down
" there, we were deterred from meking the attempt, & now began our jJourney up northe
ward, which we continued until I arrived et home. Passing up through the Country
elong bye paths, we suceeded in getting within one mile of Fayetteville, and then
stayed some time, but going on we entered a little house by the main road &
within i- mile of town, and teld the woman who we were, and that we were going
. home, for she waes & union womon; and scarcely had we done eo when s squsd of the
enemy ceme riding down the road. We ren out and hid & thie good woman never report-
ed us to them, so we came on, after two or three other pretty narrow escapes &c,
and getting in the thick brush just ezst of town about % mile, we lay down snd #
restedtill dsrk (it wae sbout noon) when we went on around town & struck out en
the mezin roed, & whenever we hezrd any one coming either behind or before, we H
would step out behind 2 tree or log & let them pass, & as the eneny played their
mertiel music & the night glided on, we glso stecred our steps morthwerd, and J§
leaving the mein telegraph rozd we turned out toward Elm Springs & getting inte

& rogd leading directly north, and being almost perfectly straight,.we traveled
on twelve or fifteen milee, & turned off to one side & building us & fire, scraped
up leeves for & bed end lay down. ‘While we were here & scout of the enemy
pasesed the road hunting for such a8 we, but our fire being en the dide of & log
from the read, they did not find us.

‘ Getting up next morning we wzlked on, & taking bye paths we at length
yeached Pea Ridge & stayed all night with e Mr. J.V. who treated us
very kindly. This was the 12th of Decerber,1862. XNext morning, bidding our
host good bye, wme egein tock up & bye path leading up into Missouri, and after
another deys treavel we stopped in the state of Missouir and next dey (I believe)
errived &t a kr. P's, where we saw Mr.J.¥. of B. who told us of the danger in going
on into Missouri, (Here we met two bushwhackers & came very near firing upen each
other), but after some deliberation I thought I would try to reach home, ag I ex=
pected to be taken sick agein ae soon as I stepped travelling, {travelling will
often keep off eickmess for days &c.). (Inter delinested note; And also because
1 heard that father was killed & his house burned. So I sald I would ge back or
dle in the attempt- and kill every one of them I could &c), so we kept on staying
on Shosl Creek, ome dey at ¥r. M's we crossed it with two old man who were alse
returning home on horses & leading a mule. After some dzy or so we reached

Clear Creek{we got here just as the Militis from Sarcoxie left &c),having been
fed and directed by a Mr. Green, an 91d men 55 or 60 years 0ld who went with us
in & dark cold night a half mile or eo to put us on th%tright roed (This eld
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men I shall slways respect), & then bid us good-bye & went back. We now tock
' the North Pole Star ae our guide & after travelling over a bleak prairie some
" 15 miles, we came to and waded Clezr Creek, which wee some 12 inches deep & 28
cold as ice elmost. Putting on our shoes egain after we were acroes,we travele
led on & efter getting some breskfast we also waded Spring River (3 ft. deep) &
went on to & house & warmed ourselvee & partly dried our clothes.
Going on, we met 2 widow woman who took us to her house & fed us & told us
' where to hide during the desy, since the militia were out on the river hunting for
scuthern men & would kill us if they caught us, At night we went on sgain, and
striking en we agein rested after travelling sxhile, & next morning adout ten
o'clock we struck out across & preirie some 20 or 25 miles wide & after travelling
hard ell dey (Here we met e Militie hauling wood 6 miles from Mt. Vernon), end
evolding 211 roeds, we reached Muddy Oreek just at dark,(Here we saw several
Militis, but it was dark & I told them we were jJust frow Mt. Vernon & thus feoled
them, and got eway, th¥oughthey came on after us but did not find us,) and efter
trying several places to get to stay =211 night, we lay eut in a patch of scrubd
oak, although it was very cold.
Eere we came very near being csught & hed we found the house & been 2llowed
" to stay &1) night we would have been taken almost surely.
Agein next morning we travelled on. This day we saw no lese than 1Y deer
& seversl gengs of turkeys on Muddy Creek & the adjoining prairie, At length we
rezched Horse Creek & coming on down 4t, we paseed through Clintonville on the
night of the 18th or 19th of December. We were very still & were not discovered,
"even by the dogs. Next morning we hurried on & crossed Osage by wading it alse,
- (3% ft. deep)&c) sbout $ o'clock on the 20th, & going en, we that night passed a
. house with & lot of MKilitie in it, but being forewarned of danger there we were
very still & were not discovered by thenm.
Etaying part of thie night on Deép Water, we before day started, and here
1 parted with my companion, whose home was in Bates County, & after & farewell,
& expressions of friendship & caution, I set out for Grand River alone & after a
few bhours rapid walking I crossed on the Mill Dam, undiscovered by the Militia,
' who were in the mill at the time, although it was a clear pretty day.
, Taking up the River, I soon got to the mouth eof Honey Creek, & tsking up
it, 1 errived at home about ‘dark, & from that time I have been hiding until I

ghall go to the army a.gain, unless I am caught. My companion Joined the
Militia &c.



