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THE BATTLE OF LONE J ACK.

Correspurder ce of the Ropublicsn.
SepaLia, Mo., August 26, 1863

In lookir g over the vanious sccounts of the battle
of LN Jeck, tought on the 16th inst., { find that
that (o portance is not given to it which it demands.
Tiwe puj-1s spesk of it geverally as o skirmish, or, st
pest, = ught, when in reality it was a batile, and a
mosi Lloodylone, too. (ousdering the numbers en
guged, it was the most sauguivary field of the many
i Missouri, nesulting in u greater loss of life and
wore disabled men in proportion 1o the forces en-
geged. Al the credit too is given o the Missouri
State Militia, sud the fact of other forces being en-
gaged ¢ the Federal snde ir totully ignored. With
your permission, ] wish to make & piain statement
of facts 1u relstion to the action, as well in justice to
the Seventh Cavalry Missouri Volunteers and the |
Third Indiana Baltery as to the militia. 1

The whole of our force, numbering aboul seven
bundred wer. was commanded by Major FosTiR,
Fighth Mis-ouri State Militis, he being the superior
in rank. Un the might of the 15th we encamped in

Eighth Mis-ouri State Militis, he be ing the superior
inrank. Un the might of the 15th we encamped in
Lone Jack, huvirg repulsed eight hundred rebels,
under Col. Corree, the same evening, with a loss
on our side of twd killed.

1he morning of the 16th, about 4}, o. x., whilethe
men were engaged in attending to their horses, our
pickets came rushing in from all sides, but one with
the intelligence thst we were completely surrounded
by an overwhelming force, which was true; the rebel
force numbering thirty-two hundred or nearly fve fo
ome having us entirely surrounded, except s narrow
pass on the south west side. The battle was com-
menced by the rebels about four hundred in num-
ber opening on us & severe fire of musketry from a
hedge on the north-west side, which was returned
by the Third Indians Lattery with canister and shell,
and by two companies ‘A" and “C” of the Seventh
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volver:: thidfire contipned fully twenty minntes,
during whic’s time many of our brave fellows fell.
At t'a# t* ae the firing became general, and the reb-
els pov” o4 inon the side where the battery was sta-
tioned, in over powering numbers, drove our men
bac. nd captured the battery: in a charge to re-
capture it Msj. FosTER was fatally wounded, and
Capt. Brawxer, Company “A,” Seventh Cavalry
Missouri Volunteers, being the senior officer pres-
ent, assumed command; he immediately ordered
two compnier of the Eighth Missouri State]Militia,
to be thrown out as skirmishers, covering each
flank; from some camse the company on the left
failed to do #0, but Capt. OWENS, company “F.”
Fighth Missouri State Militia came up on the right
in gallant style, making a bayonet charge on the
rebels, coucenled in the cornfield, dispersing them
in all directions. Capt. BRAWNER himself charged
st the bend of 2 perty (of whoem I myself was
one) composed of a detachment of the Seveuth
Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, and a portion of
Militia, was wounded and only saved his life by

shooting down with his revoiver, a secesher who evi-
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dently had evil designs upon him. In this charge
none of the Militia followed but remained im the
road in the grestest confusion.

In the meantime, companies “A,"” “C" and “E,”
Seventh Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, had retaken
the battery, but suffered a terrible loss. The enemy
bad porsession of a hill, and their sharpshooters were
picking off the gunners one by one until & shell from
ouwe of the guns fired the building , when the rebels
inccntivently “‘skedaddied.” The rebels then made
another desperate charge to recapture the battery,
and were snceessfal, but paid dearly torit, and be-
fore they eculd ta'n it agningt us, Capl. SPELLMAN,
company “C,” and Lieutenart ANDERSON, cOmpany
“A,” with detachments from companies “A" ("
“E” and “F,” Seveuth Cavairy Missouri Volunteers,
with a yeil that msde secesh tremble in his boots, led
a terrific charge, snd succeeded, alter unparalleled
hard fighting, in retaking it. In this charge Captain
SrrLIMAN wes woulded in the side and arm, and
Lieutenant AxpEnr=ox was wounded in the side,
while ancther ball split the strap on hLis right shoul-
der. Ncme of the militia participated in either of
the briliiant charges to retske the battery, they be-
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der. Aeu of the -um- mﬂdm in eiiberﬁ
the briliiant charges to retske the battery, they be-
ing ou the extreme left, where there was ternble
fighting; but the hardest fighting by far was around
and in Lhe immediate vicinity of the battery, which
was testified to by tle fearful loss of life. Atevery
sllpcuillbenalm with bowels protruding
through their death wounsds, brains scattered every-
where, here a rebel with halt his head blown off, by
his sice & Federal witi: his breast shattered (o atoms,
the 1ext step a man cut in two, by bis side a body
without a head ; poor fellows dying, begging, pray-
ing tor a drop of wate:r, others raving in the wildest
delirium, some scuding mussagee to the loved ones
whom, alas, 1hey were destined never more to see,
and others cunicg the hand that sped the fatal
bail. O, it was a scene which must have made the
apgels weep. sid one which I teust I may never
withers sge'n. After the last recapture of the bat
tery we found oursclves mastsr- o! thre ficld, but
Col. { oFvER srrivicg soon after with the lorce of
¢iz bl hundred, which we compell-d (s retieat the
v wing before, and attemptiog te cut off our retreat
Ly tln south, Capt. Buwlu deemed it pruicut to

: w shott out of ammaa-
T Col ¥ OFFEE SITivInE F000 SITT WiDT Te 1ore® or

eig bt hundred, which we compell-d ta retieat the
v uing before, and sttempting to cut off our retreal
Ly ihe south, C2pt. BRAWNER deemed it pruicut to
retire, partica'arly as we wele shoct out of amuan-
pition. Cur ecattered forces woie co.lacled, formed
in order, and we 1ctired with the #tars and stripes
galisntly waving over ou- hesas, the rebels, now
numbering four thou-awd, not darisgz to give us
cven nocoliters parting sh ot

We were comjpelled to leave the battery, as it
could not be brcught awsy for want of horses. thuse
belovging to it having all beea Killed. We spiked
apd dismounted the guve, and leil them as 2 sedative
tothe yebels. Oar Jos8 n arms is slight, a3 we
brought « ' pearly everythiug of value except two
amblalareces which we conld notl move .or want ol
horses, and which we would nol, even it we could,
#s they coutained hoepital stores for our wounded,
whoem we left under a flag of truce, which was sa-
crealy nepected.

Iu consideriby the great disparity of numbers, the
only wonder is Low we ever esciped at all; itcan
ouly be attribated to the cool and gailant conduct
of Capt. Buavwxen, (who behaved like 2 veteran,)
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 horses, and which we would nol, even il we could,
~ #s they contained hospital stores for our wounded,
~ whom we left under a flag of truce, which was sa-

crealy respected.
 Iuconsideriby the great disparity of numbers, the
only wonder is Lhow we ever esciped at all; it can

ouly be sttributed to the cool and gallant conduct

of Capt. Brawxen, (who behaved like a veteran,)
and the determined and undannted cocrage of the
‘ men, each one of whom f It as if be would rather
| die than surrender. CONSTANTINE.




