Whenloe Jack
f\spnrecj o [)e )
Couniy Seat. |

ONE JACK fs a quaizt old town|
in the extreme eoutheastern cor
ner of Jackson County. The
Teglon is ons of Arcadian beauty
and e 1own Js tho center of bistory and |
romance, and of vaulting municlpal am |
bition, Lona Jack once ksplred to be
come a counly seat and thls smbltion
came within one vote of attalnment.
Hers s a long forgotten bit of history.
Lone Jack fa known In the annals of the
great Civll War on account of the bloody
battls fought there and Lhe story of this
battle has obcured the storles of yo-
Nthes) and soclal activitles, The well:
nlgh successul effort to miake a county
seat at Lone Jack Is one of the mot
sensational chapters in local history.
AX AUDACIOUS MOVRSFNT, 1S,

The project for mahing o county seat
8t Lore Jack srose sbout the time of
the expiration of Gov, L. W, Bogga's term
in the governovship of the state~1840.
Goyernor Hoggs lted tn Jackson County,
st Independence. The Lone Jack profect
dfd mot contemplale the removal of the,
county scat from Independence; the

movement was one of even T bu:|
daclty. The plau was to ervate 2 new
county and thus svold, it gossible, the

opposition of Governor Boggs. The new
county was to be made up of portiens
and silces of territory taken from Jack-
son, Cngs, Johnson snd Lafayelte coun-
ties. Thosa fonr counties corner near!
Lono Jack, which by this arrangement,
would have bern at the center of the:
TDew county. Tho plan required the m-'
nctment of & 1tw by the state legislature|
aad here the slients tailed by one vote,
movement eulmirated Ia the wlu-|

‘ltr of 1841 or 1842, though the agitatlon|
began tome yeurs earlier. The new
county was 1o be named Donaleon, ta.
‘honot of Andrew Jackeon Donalson,
nephew and privale secretaty of Presi-
dent Jackeon. The county of Jacksan
ad been namel for the hero of New.

Orlesns before he became Prestdent and

Jackson, who %8s regarded as a man of
unbounded  Jdependence.  President,

medical student, then ongagdd in t.

Ing schoal. Thls youug schook lel\he\‘
¥aa eno of the prime usltators for 4
new county, n: an active delegate
in th eouaty conyention, which was th
Hirst and only convention ever held [n
Donaleon” County. The soung school
teacher gradusted In medicine a few
yeary later and began the practice of his
prafession at Lone Jack where he had
m. umcu und conducted the fral drug

baltle of August 16, 1862, Doctor Win-
frey-himself commanding a cowmpany of
Corfederates,
THE “PONALEON COUNTY” CONENTION,
Tho Donalson County conventfon for
the nomtnation of county ofticers was
held at the home of Samuel Yankee, &
il eoutbesst of Loe Jack. A 12l set
of county officgrs was ncminated. T}
lticera wero 'ta eceino. appelrtments
&nd commissions from the governor Im-
madistely opon he cpestion of tho new
county. The coavetion ¥t vely ex-
clting, ﬂ(‘camlnl to the meniory of D
for Wintrey. now a rexldent of Kankas
City, and who is probably the only man
Hiring hat took pact 1o, the conrention,
Ona of the naminses tor county Judge
was Archibald Rlddng of Cool Springs,
Ridding afterwards fouaded a college at

)

-



Caol Spriags and patrloticaily” mmul it

Chagel |nu of North Crrolf
aya Cool Spriogs wes a pogiotfice lnﬂ
mmnu hant & was post

mast
fro
theretore, well known, and being bighly
Young sehoolteacher, Win-
o ditfleylty tn securing bis

ileids nomigation for connty Tose,
Jobn Green of Cass Co
also tor county fudge:
nh\@ﬂ. hnwever. that Case County was at
U tlute Van Turen County; the namo
changed tn
S cuirer acconi
Rubia B, Fulkerson of Lafaeits
County was named for sherlfi, The
purposs was to dlstribute the offices
sround somewhat among the four coun-
ties. Perhaps the most: exciting and
seneational nomination- made

Mr. Ca
qualilled for the office, but tbe chief
[;cu\nmelldnllon which carrisd him

rou;

or of
Doetor- Winfrey has forgot:
‘youzg Failaats Haally
woii the prize, but he L cerlain Lbat Aliss
Carter was 3 Polent factor i the Don-
tlson County conventfon. Of course,
felegations from Lase Jack waat 10 Jef
ferson City to push the acheme for & new
couaty, but when the bill came up for
the final vole In tho house, thers wes
wantlog just one vote. The project
%28 not agaln taken up,
A DAY OF URIFTING BOUNDAWIES,

The scheme for a now county with
Lone Jack s the center nad the soat
of justice, wag not at sll preposterous
The countles of tho sinte wera not flz.
tures then. Every
called upon to create now countles and
to clange county mames, Agifn the
ambltion of Lone

leglalature was ! Loi

was four miles lrnm thc rlver, and
waa 8 flourlshing o estport set|
Tack four milee Trom 146 river, and. was
really the only competitor that Lone|
Jack
I’

ne Jack was therefore forging nhead
ot Westport,, Kansus City and leaven|
worth ero rl als, but Lane Jack teared

Lo
Jack did ot consider the Tiver ag
y to the exiatence of a gre:
t Xndenendence wis several mlles
from the river and waa the lnrgest city
12" the Went; Liberty, 1n Clay County,

Fon Jack was bapplty lorated on two
| highways of trade and travel Mero
was the croms roads of twa Important

a|stage lines, one frem Warrensburg to
me | Westport Landing

and fhe other from

Lexinglon 1o Tiaerisonvilie, Westport
Landing wan the nicat covenlent point
for emigrants o secure ferry services
to the Platta Purchase, and Harrison.
¥ille Invited travelers to the rich Indinn

wzrl!rlc ot the Boutnwet. Lone hck[
was the old

Trace' xallond by the Judlan trafti
tween the Kawa and Osag
irimemorta),  The

Intended to nurture n great muunnelhl
right here et Lone Jack. It the
could be designated A county luL U\
plans of Nature would be materially
llllrd Even genlus felt the
ments of the greatness of Lone Jack: |

earnesily sought 10 ald the new county.

Murtla Jiice, the poet, lived here mul



